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Never To Part 
By Ruth Gibbs Zwall 


HOSE who are kept in God’s own 
heart 
Can never really be far apart: 


Though you may go and I must stay 

A town, a mile, or a year away, 

Across the sea or the world around 

Till the voice is lost like a whispered 
sound— 

Those who are kept in God’s own heart 

Can never really, be far apart. 


Though one must stay and the other go 
Beyond the reach that the senses know, 
God never can forget His own; 

There, or here—we are not alone: 
Bound together by love’s strong band, 
One in Christ.as the Father planned .. . 


For those who are kept in God’s own 
heart 
Can never really be far apart. 


% 
Discerning the Lord’s Guidance 


Though “Satan himself is transformed 
into an angel of light” (2 Cor. 11:14), he 
can be unmasked by the Spirit and the 
Word. The Lord Jesus was “led up of 


the Spirit into the wilderness to be 


tempted of the devil” (Matt. 4:1, A.S.V.); 
but He would not be led by the 
Devil to tempt God. This is particularly 
evident in the second temptation. The 
Devil took Him right back into the 
Holy City, into the Temple itself, and up 
to one of the lofty pinnacles; and sug- 


gested that, if He really were the Son 
of God, He cast Himself down from the 
height. He even quoted Scripture to 
support his idea, though he made very 
slight changes to suit himself. He re- 
cited most of Psalm 91:11, 12, but left 
out “in all thy ways” and added “at any 
time.” Being subtle and wise, he doubt- 
less knew that Christ’s ways were iden- 
tical with God’s ways, and that God had 
promised to keep the one “that dwelleth 
in the secret place of the most High”— 
in this case, Christ—as He walked in 
His ways. Moreover, it was entirely un- 
necessary for Christ to throw Himself 
down from the pinnacle, since there 
must have been steps or a ladder inside 
by which He could descend, and to do 
as Satan suggested could have brought 
Him only momentary fame. So, as in 
the other two temptations, Christ an- 
swered him with Scripture, saying sim- 
ply, “It is written again, Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord thy God” (Matt. 4:7, 
from Deut. 6:16). It is worth looking 
into the context of the Old Testament 
verse, which reads, “Ye shall not tempt 
the Lord your God, as ye tempted him 
in Massah.” There the Israelites de- 
manded that Moses give them water to 
drink and murmured against him, say- 
ing, “Wherefore is this that thou hast 
brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us 
and our children and our cattle with 
thirst?” (Exod. 17:2, 3.) God graciously 
gave them water, and Moses called “the 
place Massah, and Meribah . . . because 
they tempted the Lord, saying, Is the 
Lord among us, or not?” This was an 
arrogant, challenging spirit and showed 
unbelief and the seeds of rebellion. Of 


s 


course God was with them: He had 
seen their affliction in Egypt, had 
wrought many miracles for them, and 
had by His mighty power delivered 
them from Egypt and brought them 
through the Red Sea. Their murmuring 
is used by the Apostle Paul as a warn- 
ing to us. He recalls their lusting after 
evil things, their idolatry, their forni- 
cation, and then says, “Neither let us 
tempt Christ, as some of them also 
tempted, and were destroyed of ser- 
pents. Neither murmur ye, as some of 
them also murmured, and were de- 
stroyed of the destroyer” (1 Cor. 10:9, 
10). The word “tempt” here in the 
Greek is the same as that used by the 
Lord Jesus in Matthew 4:7. Though 
Christ was led into the desert expressly 
to be tempted of the Devil, yet He had 
complete victory because He was the 
Son of God. He was filled with the 
Spirit, and He used the Sword of the 
Spirit. Israel also was led by God into 
the wilderness, but failed through un- 
belief and the failure to remember and 
use the Word of God. As we go on in 
the Christian life, we are constantly 
faced with temptations and the need 
for decisions. We can discern the Lord’s 
will and be kept walking in the narrow 
way as we yield our whole being to 
Him, listen for the still, small voice of 
the Spirit, “and take . . . the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God” 
(Eph. 6:17). The more thoroughly we 
are saturated with the Scriptures, the 
better we can apply them to every 
situation in life. God is able and will- 
ing to keep us in His way and guard us 
against the wiles of the Devil. 


VI. Showing Sympathy 


In the series, “Ourselves and Others,” by H. Clay Trumbull 


REMARK ascribed to Lord Bea- 
consfield is of equal value in illus- 
tration of an important principle 
in the art of influencing others, whether 
it be true or false in fact. The earl is 
said to have replied to the inquiry how 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“Thou shalt not be afraid .. . 
Because thou hast made the Lord 
. thy habitation” (Psa. 91:5, 9). 























he maintained his influence with Queen 
Victoria, “Why, I never dispute her; and 
I sometimes forget.” In the suggestion 
here given of the importance of avoid- 
ing subjects of difference, as far as is 
possible, in all efforts at bringing others 
to our way of thinking, there is a re- 
minder of the truth that there is a posi- 
tive gain in touching others at the point 
of sympathy rather than at the point of 
disagreement, whether we have much 
or little in common with them, and 
whether they are stronger willed or 
weaker than ourselves. 

Touching others at the point of sym- 
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pathy in order to avoid unnecessary col- 
lision with them, or in order to carry 
them along with us, is a very. different 
matter from a spiritless and flabby 
agreement with others because we have 
no positive opinions of our own, or be- 
cause we shrink from being at issue 
with anybody on account of our opin- 
ions. Wisdom and adroitness in methods 
of carrying our point with those who 
differ with us are quite consistent with 
independence of thought and with the 
courage of one’s convictions. 

The writer once heard a distinguished 
and eminently successful lawyer give a 
lesson in this lire out of his professional 
experience somewhat as follows: “You 
know that in every case before a jury a 
lawyer must win every man of his real 
audience, or his efforts go for nothing. 
If he fails to carry the last of the twelve, 
he loses his case. It comes, therefore, 
to be a very important matter to a 
lawyer to know how to bring men to see 
a truth as he sees it. And to begin with, 
a lawyer must know before he com- 
mences his argument just how the jury 
stands in his case. A good lawyer does 
know that. If he was watchful as the 
testimony came in, he could see how 
each man of the panel received it, and 
what effect it had on his mind. Stand- 
ing up before the jury for his argument, 
the lawyer, perhaps; sees that only one 
man of the twelve is fairly with him in 
the case. A second is somewhat inclined 
to his side. The other ten are of varied 
degrees of hostility to him and his client. 

“Now in this state of things,” said the 
lawyer who was giving this illustration, 
“it will be of the first importance to me, 
as an advocate, that I begin my address 
to the juryman who agrees with me. If 
I should start with the jurymen who 
were on the other side, they would feel 
that we were over against each other, 
and would stiffen themselves up to re- 
sist my argument. I should see this, 
and feel it too; my words would re- 
bound on me without accomplishing 
anything, and I should soon be dis- 
couraged in the fruitless battling, so that 
I and that jury would never agree. But 
if I start off with the one who sees the 
case as I do, he responds with a look of 
acquiescence and approval. We under- 
stand and encourage each other. The 
current of sympathy flows between us. 

“After a little I turn to the man who 
is half persuaded, and say something 
that I am sure he will agree to; and he 
shows me that he does so. Just then I 
see that one or two of'the others are 
ready to accept that statement, and I 
emphasize it before them. Turning back 
to my first ally, I speak more positively 
to him—or with him—on the subject, 
and we are glad together over the prog- 
ress we are making. By and by I have 
two or three on my side. We get on 
nicely together. There is more of agree- 
ment between us than was suspected at 
the start. Still I give the first place to 
points of agreement rather than to those 
of disagreement, occasionally dropping a 
word of argument concerning a point 
where we have been at variance, but 
where it would seem we hardly need to 
differ any longer. In this way asperities 
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are softened; harmonies are brought into 
prominence; the current of sympathy 
swells and grows, until by and by it 
carries the more reluctant of the jury- 
men, like driftwood, into the rushing 
stream; and I and the twelve jurymen 
are of the same opinion on the vital 
point at issue—the verdict.” 

It is by no means in diplomacy alone, 
or in addressing a jury, that one can 
best win others by touching them first 
at the point of sympathy. The same 
principle applies in every sphere of life. 
Men who were on opposite sides in the 
civil war are frequently meeting each 
other nowadays.! If they should always 
begin by a discussion of the issues that 
brought on that war, they would neither 





‘Note: This series of articles was published 
in 1889. 


July 12, 1958. 














meet nor part as friends. But if one of 
them says at the start, “Well, at al] 
events, you and I were true to our con- 
victions, and were ready to defend them 
to the death,” there is a bond of sol- 
dierly sympathy between those two men 
instantly recognized, and likely to hold 
them in agreement on many points 
where otherwise they would have dif- 
fered. 

It is the same in religious matters, 
Suppose, for example, that you, as a 
Protestant, find yourself in company for 
a journey with a Roman Catholic. You 
can begin a conversation by asking him 
how he can worship saints, or kneel be- 
fore images, or believe in a church that 
sells indulgences. With that beginning 
you and he will hardly find yourselves 
in hearty agreement on any subject. 
(Continued on page 526) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 


Is Hypnotism Wrong? 


Would it be possible for you to give 
us the Christian viewpoint of hypno- 
sis? The use of hypnosis seems to be 
increasing rather rapidly according to 
articles found in leading magazines on 
the newsstands today. 

I work in a doctor’s office as a medi- 
cal assistant. Today a professional 
periodical came with another article 
advocating the use of hypnosis. The 
benefits cited were: 

“In the case of hypno-analysis it 
allows the patient to actively engage 
in the therapy, and to actively draw 
close to his subconscious .. . 

“It is being more widely used 
as an anesthetic agent in obstetrics, 
dentistry, and in general surgeries, 
whereby a chemoanesthetic may be 
contraindicated by cardiac, pulmo- 
nary, or emotional condition that 
would make the operative patient a 
poor risk for surgical procedures.” 

There is a question in my mind 
whether or not a Christian should go 
along with this thinking, though I can 
give no Scripture to clear up the ques- 
tion either way.—A Missouri reader. 


Since he received this letter, the Edi- 
tor has discussed the question with two 
Christian doctors and read a_ booklet 
recommended by one of them: “A Chris- 
tian Approach to Psychological Medi- 
cine,” containing notes compiled for The 
Christian Medical Fellowship by a med- 
ical registrar with the co-operation of 
several consultant physicians and psy- 
chiatrists in England (Inter-Varsity 
Press, 1519 N. Astor, Chicago 10; 50 
cents). Dr. William H. Whiteley, a neu- 
rosurgeon on the staff of Jefferson Med- 
ical College, Philadelphia, said in sub- 
stance: . 

When hypnosis is used in medical 
work, the hypnotist wants to help the 
patient and therefore his motive is good; 
a person under hypnosis cannot be per- 
suaded to do what he normally believes ' 
is morally wrong, or even to do what he 
does not want to do; there is no differ- 
ence, in principle, in anesthetics. 

Dr. Kenneth Scott, medical mission- 


ary to Korea and son of Dr. Charles 
Ernest Scott, the well-known veteran 
China missionary, agreed with what Dr. 
Whiteley had said. He added that hyp- 
nosis is simply a form of suggestion and 
its use is not nearly so dangerous as 
that of many of the powerful new drugs, 
such as tranquilizers, which have been 
developed in recent years. 

Both of these Christian doctors agreed 
that there is nothing morally wrong with 
the proper use of hypnosis to quiet or 
anesthetize a patient. 


From the booklet mentioned above’ 


the following is taken: 

“There is a mistaken belief that only 
subjects with inadequate personalities 
and weak minds can be hypnotized. 
On the contrary it is only those with 
reasonably integrated personalities who 
can be helped by this treatment. ... 
Hypnosis is particularly valuable in the 
early stages of acute neurosis such as 
hysterical blindness, deafness, loss of 
voice, paralysis, etc. It has also some- 
times been used to overcome the pain of 
childbirth. [At this point Dr. Whiteley 
added a note, ‘and dental work in chil- 
drenh.’] Several of the objections urged 
against hypnosis are invalid. Thus & 
patient cannot be hypnotized without 
his full co-operation.. Moreover, a pa- 
tient will not answer truthfully every 
question put to him, if he does not want 
to. He may either remain silent o 
wake up.... 

“The state of unconsciousness, when 
the subject is under general anaesthesia, 
has implications which differ from & 
state where another’s will may tempo- 
rarily take over the executive functions 
of the individual and is able to suggest 
thoughts and actions, which ‘subse 
quently become the subject’s own. This 
latter, however, would be an extreme. 
ease, as the process is selective and 
never complete. It does not occur with- 
out the patient’s consent. This consent, 
however, may sometimes be given in 4 
situation which is dominated by uncon- 
scious submissive phantasies of an eroti¢ 


(Continued on page 526) 
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The Communist Hoax and the Christian Hope 


_A monstrous deception that has penetrated deeply 
into American thought 


lieve a man’s life is molded by 

his quest for food, clothes, and 
shelter. In our study of Indian cultures 
we will see this principle in action. If 
a tribe made its living through farming, 
they had holy places. If they moved 
from one pasture land to another with 
their cattle, they had portable gods. 
They did not stay long enough in one 
locality for a place to get holy.” 

As I sat listening to these introductory 
remarks by a history professor in a sup- 
posedly Christian university, I knew 
something was wrong. I did not realize, 
however, until some years later that this 
was Communism. This philosophy has 
penetrated many Christian institutions. 
Some innocent people have unwittingly 
echoed the Marxist line. 

A Sunday school quarterly sounds 
more Communist than Christian when 
it days: “The picture in Revelation 21 
was appealing when first written; for 
the author, like most people of his time, 
lived in a high-walled, crowded city 
that lacked water and had no sanitary 
facilities. In this passage he is trying to 
express his dream of heavenly life in a 
city perfect in beauty and cleanliness, 
with pure water and luxuriant trees; a 
city free of illness, sorrow, and evil. 

“And that is all anyone can do about 
the future—dream. .For we have not— 
and cannot have—any blueprints of 
Heaven.” 

Note carefully the expression we em- 
phasized. Whether the writer of that 
quarterly was a Communist or had 
thoughtlessly imbibed an _ erroneous 
view of the inspiration of the Bible, he 
has succeeded in preparing many Chris- 
tians to accept the Marxist view of the 
Christian faith—just a dream of “pie in 
the sky” growing out of their economic 
conditions. 

The same Sunday school quarterly 
says our present life has become so de- 
lightful we have lost our interest in 
Heaven, at least, the one described in 
Scripture. 


“T 'M AN economic determinist. I be- 


What Is Communism’s Glowing Appeal? 
It is obvious that many people, even 
: istians, do not know what Commu- 

nism really is. When they read or hear 

Communism disguised as Christianity, 

they are quite unaware of it. What is 

the glowing appeal of Marxist doctrine? 

do some ministers, college profes- 
sors, and philanthropists voluntarily 
flock to its banner? It is true that great 
multitudes are held in its clutches by 
the brute force of a police state, but the 

Most terrifying aspect of the Red tide 

is the flood of college students who are 

embracing this evil system as the an- 

Swer to our present world dilemma. 
Dr. Fred Schwarz, director of the 

Christian Anti-Communism Crusade, 


left the medical practice to make a spe- 
tial study of Marxism. His writings and 
reveal the true nature of this 


In its colossal pride and arrogance, 
Communism aims to control man’s 
thoughts and emotions just as an 
engineer can maneuver a compli- 
cated machine. It believes a better 
human race can be produced. by a 
kind of forced evolution. Mr. Price 
points out how subtly Communism 
has imitated some of Christianity’s 
teachings and at the same time ex- 
poses it as a diabolical system right 
out of the pit. Mr. Price, whose 
articles have appeared and will ap- 
pear again in these columns, is a 
graduate of Dallas Theological Sem- 
inary and director of the Oklahoma 
branch of the Bible Lovers League, 
P.O. Box 9081, Oklahoma City 15, 
Okla. 








diabolical power. Born in Australia and 
a former professor of Mathematics and 
Scienee at The Queensland Teachers’ 
College, Dr. Schwarz has toured the 
world five times, lecturing and debat- 
ing with leading Communists. Billy 
Graham was instrumental in bringing 
Dr. Schwarz before a meeting of the 
leaders of Congress. His book, “The 
Heart, Mind and Soul. of Communism” 
(50 cents per copy, P.O. Box 890, Long 
Beach, Calif.), has had a large circula- 
tion in several languages and was re- 
printed by the Continental Air Defense 
Command of the U. S. Air Force for 
distribution among its officers. 


Three Summarizing Phrases 

Dr. Schwarz visited our city and I in- 
terviewed him after listening to two of 
his lectures. He summarizes Communist 
doctrine in three short phrases: there is 
no God, man is a mere animal, and hu- 
man behavior is determined by one’s 
economic environment. Marxism is a 
scientific attempt to produce a golden 
age of peace and righteousness by rigid 
reliance on the laws of science. The 
Reds remind us of the evil ruler in Dan- 
iel 11:37, 38 who does not “regard any 
god,” but honors “the God of forces” 
(evidently a reference to human might). 
Marx thought he had discovered certain 
scientific laws governing human behav- 
ior. By use of these, human society 
could be regenerated, but this would de- 
mand complete renunciation of all the 
ideas associated with the worship of a 
living God, as we shall see. 

Liu Shao Chi set forth the golden pot 
at the end of the Communist rainbow 
in “How To Be a Good Communist” (p. 
38): “Is a Communist world good or 
not? We all know that it is very good. 
In such a world there will be no ex- 
ploiters, oppressors, landlords, imperial- 
ists, capitalists, or fascists. There will 
be no oppressed or exploited people. In 
such a society all human beings will be- 
come unselfish and intelligent Commu- 
nists with a high level of culture and 
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technique. . . . The spirit of mutual as- 
sistance and mutual love will prevail 
among mankind.” 

Communists fervently believe that the 
capitalistic system is the root of strife, 
selfishness, and evil. Give man an en- 
vironment in which everyone works for 
the good of the state and all share the 
products according to their need, and 
these evils will disappear. As science 
has transformed our material existence 
from the rugged days of the horse and 
buggy to luxurious modern living, so 
scientific socialism can bring an end to 
the present wars, poverty, and inequi- 
ties that plague our lives. 

Considering man to be a mere animal 
without a soul.or mind (as most of us 
think of it), Communism believes it can 
control his thoughts and emotions just 
as an engineer can maneuver a compli- 
cated machine. Hence, the possibilities 
for that terror known as “brain wash- 
ing.” The perfect socialist society is the 
atmosphere in which a new species of 
man can be bred. 


Communism’s Artificial Evolution 

Animal husbandry has produced bet- 
ter cows and dogs, why not try the 
same methods on human beings? Noth- 
ing hinders except a few “superstitions” 
connected with our “outmoded” belief 
in God. Only an atheist could rigidly 
carry out this phase of the program. 
They believe history has imposed upon 
them the awful responsibility of regen- 
erating society by artificial evolution. 

William Z. Foster unveiled the horri- 
ble truth about Communism when he 
wrote: “But the biggest task of all is to 
improve the human species itself in an 
evolutionary sense .. . the laws of nat- 
ural selection which built the complex- 
ities of plant and animal species no 
longer can work spontaneously. Hence- 
forth the evolution of the human species 
must be done artificially, by the con- 
scious action of man himself.” 2 

Foster, well known to the American 
public through his association with the 
Communist Party, has clearly hinted at 
the price that must be paid for the Red 
Utopia. People who are incurably capi- 
talistic must be slaughtered for the sake 
of the rest of the human race, just as we 
kill cattle to protect the remaining 
healthy animals in the herd. The indi- 
vidual is not important, but the race is. 
Selective liquidation is the only way to 
ria the world of its present evil system. 
Then the Marxists can breed a new spe- 
cies for a new age. 

The reason the Communists can in- 
sist they are making peace while they 





1 Quoted in “Communism, Diagnosis-Treatment,” 
y Dr. Fred Schwarz, Christian Anti-Oom- 
munism Crusade, P.O. Box 890, Long Beach 1, 
Calif., $1 
2 Quoted in “Communism, Diagnosis-Treatment,” 
page 11. 


(Continued on page 519) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all. the world 





HE Bible at the Brussels World 
| Fair—My friend and gifted Co- 
director of the Belgian Gospel 
Mission, Dr. O. Vansteenberghe, in a let- 
ter to Miss Lillian Elliott, secretary of 
the Mission in Philadelphia, sets forth 
some of his observations on the World’s 
Fair in Brussels. The communication is 
so interesting, though in places it reveals 
a tragic situation, that I should like to 
place it before the readers of these col- 
umns. This is done with the kind per- 
mission of Miss Elliott. 

“The exhibition is most worth while. 
It is a wonderful piece of work and it is 
a joy to visit at leisure one pavilion 
after another. Protestantism is well rep- 
resented. Our own Expo-Bible and the 
Congo missionary section in the huge 
Congo government building, as well as 
the other pavilion erected by the Bel- 
gian Protestant Churches with the help 
of the ecumenical’ council, are doing a 
useful piece of work. Of course the way 
of salvation is explained more fully, I 
think, at Expo-Bible, because the Prot- 
estant missions tend to show their work 
and incidentally speak of the way of 
salvation, while we have made it our 
sole business at Expo-Bible. A believer 
presented himself at the pavilion of the 
Protestant Churches and was guided all 
through without having heard a word 
that would in the remotest way show 
him how he could be saved. He did not 
let on that he was a Christian but just 
wanted to test the quality of informa- 
tion given. Nevertheless, I suppose that 
sometimes the Gospel is preached at the 
two weekday and four Sunday services. 
So we must hope that even there hearts 
will be opened for the voice of the Lord. 

“The most wonderful place after our 
own is the pavilion of Israel. I often go 
there just to read God’s promises to 
Israel. On the walls are the promises to 
Abraham and Jacob as recorded in Gen- 
esis. The Prophets are also used to show 
God’s faithfulness in accomplishing His 
promises. I go there each week to see 
the film. The first two weeks the Lord 
Jesus Christ and His words were pro- 
fusely quoted and places in Israel that 
are dear to the hearts because of the 
life of our Saviour are freely shown on 
the screen. Another center of interest 
in Israel is one of the Dead Sea scrolls. 
This week it is part of Habakkuk. No 
one could look at this beautiful pavilion 
without being deeply moved. 

“The United States pavilion shows 
many things, from five Idaho potatoes 
on a little glass stand and a slice of 
about one foot thick of a sequoia, to an 
experimental color television room. Un- 
fortunately there is no place that would 
make the visitor think that the church 
is an important item of the American 
way of life. There are many books 
shown, but the Bible is totally absent. 
Pictures of churches are shown in the 





architectural section, and that is all. In 
contrast with this, the Czechoslovakian 
pavilion has reserved a large corner to 
the memory of Comenius, a great peda- 
gogue and also an active member of the 
Moravian Church of the Brethren. In 
that same corner John Huss has a place 
and many relics pertaining to the Mora- 
vian Church, among them a Bible. Also 
in the Russian section there is a Bible. 
I have been in the British pavilion once, 
and have not seen a Bible. I do not 
know whether there is one there. 

“As a matter of fact, I do not think 
that the American pavilion does justice 
to the American way of life. America 
shows in a cinerama very striking views 
of the United States and that, besides 
being a new experience for the visitor, 
is to my mind a much better presenta- 
tion’ of the American way of life. As for 
the fashion show that day after day 
occupies the center of the stage of the 
huge pavilion, every time I see it it 
grieves me because this is not the center 
of the American way of life, although 
American women love clothing just as 
much as every woman in the world and 
perhaps more because it is cheaper over 
there.” 


Rome’s Power in America.—The 
power of the Roman Catholic Church 
over many of our large cities was dem- 
onstrated during the last week of May 
in the City of Chicago. I happened to 
be in the city at the time the body of 
Cardinal Stritch was brought home. It 
is not difficult to understand, in a city 
of such a large Catholic population, why 
250,000 people lined the route from the 
airport to the Catholic Cathedral on that 
day, but I was shocked to see the City 
Hall and all other civic buildings draped 
in mourning, and the American flag at 
half mast. I think I am right in be- 
lieving that the death of no Protestant 
leader in America would result in civic 
buildings being draped, because of his 
relationship to the Protestant Church; 
but there are many cities in our nation 
where this could take place upon the 
death of a Catholic prelate. 


The Eugene Boyer Evangelistic Cru- 
sade in Paris.—Recently a vigorous, well- 
organized, and prayer-supported evan- 
gelistic campaign was begun in Paris 
under the leadership of Eugene Boyer. 
Paris is one of the most difficult cities in 
the world to reach with the Gospel. 
Many who have had real success in 
other cities have found themselves up 
against a stone wall, as it were, in this 
beautiful but worldly metropolis. How- 
ever, this campaign, carried on during 
April and May, has been greatly blessed 
of God. The following report summa- 
rizes the results up to the present time: 

“It is estimated that from 30 to 40 per 
cent of those attending were non-Prot- 
estants. Of those counselled 40 per cent 
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were non-Protestants and 53 per cent 
were less than thirty years of age. Every 
type of person was reached, ranging 
from alcoholics in the street to those in 
established professions, such as a cer. 
tain banker who came to Christ. Each 
night there were from 1200 to 3800 at- 
tentive people with a total attendance 
of 30,000. There were 613 decisions reg. 
istered. 

“Many of these young converts began 
immediately to testify to those about 
them. A young lady schoolteacher, who 
having -found Christ as her Saviour in 
one of the opening meetings, brought a 
militant atheist friend, who in tam 
finally came to the Lord in the last 
meeting. 

“A young publicity agent was saved 
the second Saturday night, and hardly 
missed a night afterward. He said, 
‘Since the other night my life has been 
completely changed.’ A few nights later 
he was able to bring one of his cus- 
tomers who in turn responded to the 
call of Christ. 

“Letters arrive daily from those who 
were converted, and many have started 
the Bible correspondence courses that 
are offered by The Navigators. A visi- 
tation program is in process in which 
trained counsellors follow each convert 
by personal contact. Bible study groups 
are being formed to meet in the near 
future throughout Paris. We are follow- 
ing up in’ every way possible, especially 
in the light of the fact that a great num- 
ber who were contacted have asked us 
to keep in touch with them.” 


The Protestant Church in East Ger- 
many.—About two years ago, in this de- 
partment, I directed attention to the 
courageous stand of many teen-age 
youths in East Germany against the con- 
stant propaganda barrage of Commu- 
nism attempting to win them from loyalty 
to Christian institutions. At that time 
the Communists were failing in their 
endeavor. Apparently, however, they 
are 'now gradually attaining ‘their de 
sired- end. Mr. Terrence Prittie has a 
revealing article in the New Republic 
for May 12, written from Bonn, Get- 
many, on this situation. I have been 
given permission to quote the following 
paragraphs. 

“The East German leaders have never 
faltered in their determination to im- 
pose a ‘pure’ Communist system on East- 
ern Germany. They have done this by 
socializing more than 90 per cent of in- 
dustry, establishing state farms and co 
operatives on the Russian model, re 
posing political power in the hands of 
the Communist (Socialist Unity) Party. 
The churches belong to the ‘old order. 
The Evangelical Churches are esséi- 
tially regarded as enemies of the neW 
order, since they are the only surviving 
all-German institution. 
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“The regime’s principal weapon to un- 
dermine the churches has been the at- 
traction of young people out of the 
churches, in the sure belief that Eastern 
Germany can in this way be ‘purged’ of 
the Christian faith in a couple of gener- 
ations. The members of the ‘Free Ger- 
man Youth’ monopolize scholarships and 
sports fields, and the best jobs that are 
going when they have to earn a living. 
Some of their members continue to go 


to church, but very few. Four years ago 


the East German Government began to 
organize the ‘Youth Initiation,’ which at 
first were treated outside Eastern Ger- 
many with some levity. They consisted 
of a mumbo-jumbo of materialistic jar- 
gons, interspersed with some of Goethe's 
more ambiguous philosophic utterances. 


“The churches at once recognized the 
dangers of what looked like a harmless 
piece of Communist flummery. The 
‘youth initiatees’ were to be 14 or 15 
years of age—in fact, precisely of con- 
firmation age. They were to be invited 
to take part in pagan ceremonies as a 
preferable alternative to confirmation, 
and the religious instruction which must 
precede it. Their parents were to be 
threatened ‘with political reprisals, if 
they influenced their children in favor 
of the churches. Bishop Dibelius was 
mainly responsible for the decision not 
to confirm children who were initiated. 


“Battle had been joined. Four years 
ago very few children attended the 
youth-initiation ceremonies. In _ 1956, 
however, the number climbed steeply to 
around 50,000 (no official figures have 
ever been available). This year the 
churches themselves believe that it may 
have reached 95,000, or nearly 40 per 
cent of those of confirmation age. In 
Leipzig, for instance, 72 per cent of the 
children of confirmation age were ini- 
tiated.” 

The. article seems to bear the stamp 
of authoritative information, though the 
New Republic is a paper of liberal 
views, and if these statistics are correct 
—and there is no reason to doubt them 
—this is an alarming situation. 


Industry and Religion in Israel.—Un- 
der date of April 25, the London Jewish 
Chronicle issued a 50-page illustrated 
supplement in recognition of the tenth 
anniversary of the State of Israel. The 
following significant information is 
taken from this supplement: 

The Jewish population in Israel as of 
April this year was 1,780,000, as con- 
trasted with 24,000 in 1882, and 85,000 in 
1914. I was not aware before of the fact 
that while in 1950 and 1951, the number 
of immigrants for each year was over 
170,000, in 1952 this figure dropped to 
24,369, and in 1953, to 11,326; last year it 
Tose again to 71,196. 


The largest chemical plant in Israel 
today is Fertilisers and Chemicals, Ltd., 
in Haifa, which last year produced 290,- 
000 tons of different products “mainly 
Superphosphates, but also ammonium 
Sulphate, dicalcium phosphate, potas- 
sium sulphate, ammonia, and sulphuric 
acid. The main raw materials for this 
plant are phosphate rock, found in large 
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quantities at Oron, in the Negev, much 
of which is also exported, as well as 
ammonia and potash. . Altogether 
there are, under the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry, some 400 chemical enter- 
prises, employing a total of 5,000 
workers, which together made in 1956 
goods worth £1525,000,000.” 


The long article on religion in Israel 
is quite tragic. The author, a lecturer 
in the Department of Comparative Re- 
ligions in the Hebrew University, Jeru- 
salem, begins by recalling the fact that 
when the Jewish people in Palestine 
met to sign a document, which became 
kriown as their Declaration of Independ- 
ence, bitter opposition on the part of 
many prevented them from even using 
the word God, though they did insert 
the title, “Rock of Israel.” Speaking of 
this choice of a title, the author point- 
edly says—I quote without comment— 
“First of all it shows that the traditional 
religious vocabulary has become mean- 
ingless if not odious to the majority of 
the Israeli nation. Secondly, it appears 
that religious tradition is accepted or 
made use of in politics to the extent 
that it embodies the national myth of 
Israel; the ‘Rock of Israel’ is certainly 
a beautiful metaphor for the people’s 
abiding faith in its national strength and 
future. Thirdly, it demonstrates that 
the organized religious groups in Israel 
really believe that they are serving God 
and religion by extorting compromise 
agreements from an unwilling majority.” 


While admitting that “the majority of 
Israelis may be atheists,” the author em- 
phasizes the fact that religious authori- 
ties, especially the rabbis, exercise con- 
siderable influence. He concludes, “Ed- 
ucational authorities in Israel are now 
beating their breasts at the horrifying 
‘success’ which their policy of dejudais- 
ing and secylarising education has had; 
now they try to force a compulsory load 
of religious knowledge down the throats 
of all school children.” 


Our Increasingly Demoralized Na- 
tional Life—Some time ago I included 
in these columns a paragraph on the 
number of cases of flagrant embezzle- 
ment reported in the issues of Philadel- 
phia and New York newspapers for one 
day. During the last week of May I 
again had occasion to travel east, to 
Chicago, and in this city also crimes of 
embezzlement and related offenses oc- 
cupied large sections of the newspapers. 
The front page of the Chicago Daily 
Tribune for May 29 carried a heading in 
bold type, “Tax Evasion Jury Weighs 
Ricca’s Fate.” Ricca was on trial for the 
evasion of $99,000 in taxes for the years 
1948, 1949, and 1950.. His defense was 
that between 1948 and 1950, his spending 
was from a $300,000 bank roll which he 
hid in a River Forést attic in 1943, before 
he went to prison in the million-dollar 
movie industry shakedown, and which 
he recovered after being paroled in 1947. 
The following day the jury brought in a 
verdict of guilty. 

The seventh column of the same page 
bore the heading, “House Group to 
Probe Tieken: Seeks Facts in Illinois 
Road Inquiry.” Tieken is the United 
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States Attorney for the northern district 
of Illinois. Charges involved abuse by 
him of the powers of his office in regard 
to certain jury subpoenas and the con- 
demnation of land to his own financial 
advantage. 

The last column was headed, “Name 
Chicago Insurance Head as Embezzler.” 
This refers to Mr. Harry G. Gralnek, 
secretary-treasurer of the Highway In- 
surance Company, who, it has been dis- 
closed, embezzled approximately $1,500,- 
000 from his firm in the last two years. 
The same paper carries a long article on 
the shakedown by racketeers of the 
Hotel and Restaurant Employees and 
Bartenders International Union. 

This same day a report from Washing- 
ton, on an inside page, states that Mr. 
Max Black, the iron-handed New York 
city labor boss, had replied, “I cannot 
recall,” 111 times during questioning, the 
last occasion being at an investigation 
into the disappearance of blocks of 
money totaling over one-half million 
dollars. 

Another item in the same paper con- 
cerns a one-million dollar restaurant ar- 
son fire in the suburbs of Chicago, and 
two brothers, suspects in the case, who 
refused to take lie detector tests. 

All of this I found in the morning is- 
sue of one city newspaper in our coun- 
try. Hundreds of minor crimes are not 
even reported, and some major crimes 
are never brought to the attention of 
the public. If the truth were known 
about all that is taking place in “gang- 
land” and among government employ- 
ees, crime statistics for our nation would 
be even more alarming than they are. 


Church-Related Colleges in the U.S.A. 
—Of the more than 1800 colleges and 
universities in our country, more than 
700 are church-related, of which num- 
ber approximately 500 are Protestant. 


Utah’s Juvenile Delinquency.—I do not 
want to be unfair to the State of Utah, 
but juvenile delinquency statistics for 
that state, in addition to those men- 
tioned in these columns recently, are 
now being made public. The Salt Lake 
Tribune for May 28 says that during 
1957, out of approximately 120,000 per- 
sons from ten to eighteen years of age, 
Utah juvenile courts handled 6,146 de- 
linquency cases, and a larger number of 
juvenile traffic offenses. This represents 
a six per cent increase over the 1956 
figures. The article continues, “There is 
no record of the thousands of other 
youths whose crimes brought them be- 
fore federal judges and Utah district 
judges, or whose escapades were suffi- 
ciently minor to be handled by school, 
police, civic, or church officials.” This 
increase in juvenile crime has aroused 
the state to the need for better facilities 
to meet this emergency. 


A Materialistic Philosophy of Life and 
Our Large Corporations.—In the deserv- 
edly well-known and very able monthly, 
the Scientific American, for June, there 
is a full-page advertisement of the Rand 
Corporation of Santa Monica, Calif., de- 
voted entirely to a pen-and-ink sketch 
of the great nineteenth century scientist, 
Herman von Helmholtz, and an eight- 
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een-line quotation from one of his works 
(published in 1875) regarding immor- 
tality. The quotation concludes: “We 
men know that in our intelligence, our 
civic order and our morality, we are 
living on the inheritance which our fore- 
fathers gathered for us through labor, 
struggle, and sacrifice; we also know 
that what we acquire will in like man- 
ner ennoble the lives of our descendants. 
Thus the individual who works for the 
ideals of humanity, even if in a modest 
position and in a limited sphere of ac- 
tivity, can bear without fear the thought 
that the thread of his own consciousness 
will one day break.” 

This, of course, means nothing else 
but the cessation of individuality, and 
denies true immortality to the human 
soul. Why. should a famous scientific 
corporation such as this spend money 
to promote these anti-Christian and anti- 
theistic views in this Christian nation? 


“Bible Inns”- in Israel.—The Israeli 
Government Tourist Office has just an- 
nounced that “Bible inns” are now be- 
ing constructed along Israel’s modern 
highways in the style of Biblical archi- 
tecture, featuring courtyards, pergolas, 
arches, and other characteristics of an- 
cient times. These will be erected at 
points of historic interest, and will soon 
be found in all parts of Israel. The first 
of the inns is to be called The Patriarchs 
Inn, to commemorate the life of Abra- 
ham, and will be located just south of 
Beersheba; the second will be known 
as The Nabatean Inn, and will be built 
at the edge of a giant crater in the heart 
of the Negev. 


Billy Graham in California.—One of 
the most unusual evangelistic services 
of our nation’s recent history was con- 
ducted by Billy Graham on May 16 at 
San Quentin, California’s largest prison. 
Four thousand convicts came out to the 
baseball field of the prison, voluntarily, 
to hear the evangelist. At the conclu- 
sion of the message, 623 men came for- 
ward to indicate their desire “to live 
for God in prison.” A spokesman for 
the Graham team said it was the largest 
percentage of converts to respond at any 
evangelistic service conducted by Dr. 
Graham. 

I think I am betraying no confidence 
in repeating here what Dr. Graham 
wrote in a personal note of a few days 
ago, “I believe that here in San Fran- 
cisco there is being witnessed an even 
deeper work of grace than we saw in 
New York City.” 


Is the Term “Foreign Missions” Obso- 
lete?—The New York Times for Satur- 
day, May 31—and no doubt other daily 
newspapers throughout the land—car- 
ried an extended news item headed by 
words which, whatever the article 
might say, must bring sorrow to mul- 
titudes of loyal Christians everywhere: 
“Foreign Missions Ended by Church.” 

The new three-million-member United 
Presbyterian Church in the USA., 
which combines the large, famous, and 
rich Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., and 
the United Presbyterian Church, has 
declared that the phrase, “foreign mis- 
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sions” will now become obsolete in the 
literature and correspondence of the 
church. Officials say that the word 
“foreign” has become an offense in 
many parts of the world, and that new 
churches in many overseas areas \have 
become sufficiently strong to serve as a 
part of “the world church,” and no 
longer require aid from this country. 
“The traditional picture of the western 
white missionary bringing the Bible to 
the less privileged has been wiped out.” 

Thus we see abandoned by a large 
body of western Christendom a phrase 
that has sent thousands of men and 
women into the mission field, and 
around which a great library of litera- 
ture has been built. 


Easter Sunday at Hollywood Pres- 
byterian Church.On Easter Sunday 
morning I observed once again what 
might truly be called another great tes- 
timony to the drawing power of the 
preaching of the Gospel. After teaching 
my Bible class in Glendale, I was sched- 
uled to speak at an 11 o’clock breakfast 
meeting of a remarkable class of young 
married people, and had to drive down 
Hollywood Boulevard to get to the ap- 
pointment. The rain was coming down 
in sheets, but Hollywood Boulevard was 
so crowded with cars that it took me 18 
minutes to go three fourths of a mile, 
and I wondered what could be the cause 
for this. I saw cars coming in and going 
out of parking places down at the head 
of this stream of traffic, and yet beyond 
Gower Street the boulevard was almost 
empty. , 

Well, they were going to the Holly- 
wood Presbyterian Church for the 
fourth service of the day, and that en- 
tire part of the city was simply choked 
with cars coming from earlier services 
or trying to find parking places for the 
last service. 

I have been told that on Easter Sun- 
day morning there were in the audito- 
rium a total of over 10,000 people. I 
would like to repeat—this was all tran- 
spiring during a terrific rainstorm. 

The Power of Gospel Broadcasting.— 
Little will we ever know of what great 
work has been accomplished in the 
hearts of men and women through the 
years by the faithful preaching of the 
Word of God on the part of those true 
servants of His to whom God has 
opened doors of national and interna- 
tional radio messages. I have before 
me a letter from a man who is about 
to enter a theological seminary, which 
can be duplicated by the 100’s, but 
which tells a story that needs no further 
comment: 

“My interest in the message of the 
Bible was first strongly aroused by the 
Jehovah’s Witnesses shortly after my 
family had moved west in the fall of 
1947. Members of this sect sought to 
teach us their doctrines by holding Bi- 
ble studies in our house for approxi- 
mately two years. They probably 
would have succeeded in converting my 
father and me, had not my mother, who 
had been saved when a little girl, op- 
posed them with her own knowledge of 
the Word of God and also with that 
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gleaned from various Gospel radio broad- 
casts. It was, in fact, because of one such 
broadcast, some time in 1948 or 1949, 
that I finally bowed before God as a 
sinner to receive Jesus Christ as my per- 
sonal Saviour.” 


First Mission Endeavor Among Jeho- 
vah’s Witnesses.—Furnishing the only 
organized opposition to the movement 
known as Jehovah’s Witnesses, Mr. Wil- 
liam J. Schnell of Youngstown, Ohio, 
now associated with the Lutheran 
church, has in his possession letters 
from 663 former members of this sect 
who came free after reading his book, 
“Thirty Years a Watchtower Slave.” 
Mr. Schnell also publishes a magazine, 
the Converted Jehovah’s Witness Ex- 
positor, which is sent free of charge to 
all who seek counsel in dealing with 
members of the Watchtower Society. In 
addition, he is training one hundred 
former Jehovah’s Witnesses to work 
with members of this sect. 

Printed copies of the American edi- 
tion of “Thirty Years a Watchtower 
Slave” have reached the 50,000 mark. 
In addition, four foreign editions are 
now ready, or in preparation, in Eng- 
land, Sweden, Netherlands, and Latin 
America. 


x 


Thanks for a Gift Subscription 


PLEASE convey to all Christian 
friends working in connection with 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Tres, how 
much I appreciate your admirable 
service to me by sending me the free 
gift of THe Sunpay Scnoot Times. It 
is an outstanding well of fine sparkling 
water, and every section so full of 
strength, inspiration, and vitality. I 
was so sorry to read about the death 
of Mrs. Wadsworth and I immediately 
sent a letter of deep and sincere sym- 
pathy. I do like his column, and he 
has inspired me to dig deep in won- 
derful passages of the Bible, especially 
the Psalms. I do love every section 
of the Tres, the poems on page one, 
the leading article on the devotional 
meditations. I always love new sug- 
gestions, new ideas, and new direc- 
tions how to act in Bible study. My 
doctor has ordered a daily rest, be- 
cause of hypertension, and I spend 
hours to study, meditate, and read 
Tue Sunpay Scudot Tres. Please 
continue to send it to me, as I find 
it so helpful and so strengthening 
in every respect. Please pray for our 
little church, and for the good work 
we endeavour to do. I am Hon. Sec. 
of Christian Youth Fellowships in 
Wales. May God bless you all, 
and may He grant a rich harvest 
in making us all plead daily in humble 
prayer. Psalm 81. I am very thank- 
ful to you for every section. Please 
accept my sincere thanks for all Sun- 
day school helps, International Les- 
sons, prayers, etc. Please pray for 
Wales. Please convey my deepest and 
most sincere thanks for the friends 
who pay for the free mailing and for 
all of you who are used to help in this 
great work. 


This is typical of many letters re- 
ceived in THe Sunpay Scoot Truss of- 
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fices. The writer, a Christian worker in 
Wales, receives the paper through the 
kindness of some other Christian. Those 
who would like to help send the Trmes 
to missionaries and other worthy people 
who may not be able to subscribe to’ it 
may send donations designated for the 
Gift Subscription Fund, to the Sunday 
School Times Co.,-325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 
s 


The Communist Hoax 
(Continued from page 515) 


fight on every front is because they are 
convinced that the triumph of scientific 
socialism is the only hope for world 
peace. The present state of affairs in 
which war exists is the outgrowth of 
capitalism, so they are not responsible 
for a war even if it appears that they 
started it. They believe Marx discov- 
ered the great class war just as Newton 
found the law of gravity. As soon as 
their regime is enthroned, they believe 
the scientific laws that make peace and 
righteousness will be used for the good 
of all mankind. War is inherent in our 
system, peace is the essence of theirs. 

Strangely enough we have tried to use 
material aid to keep the neutral nations 
on our side while the Communists have 
relied heavily upon the preaching of 
their false gospel to give them the nu- 
cleus with which to take over other na- 
tions. Mao Tse Tung was not won to 
the Red banner from a soup line, but 
while serving as student librarian at the 
National University in Peiping. Chou 
En-lai embraced the Soviet philosophy 
while studying in Paris. 

While our Government grapples with 
Communism on the political front, 
Christians face this foe as a new and 
powerful adversary with a false gospel. 
Born in the twentieth century, it is 
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easily the greatest enemy opposing the 
advance of the Gospel. Communist- 
trained workers, backed by powerful 
radio broadcasts and supplied with ex- 
cellent literature to sell below cost, are 
swarming over the world making disci- 
ples for this delusive dream. 

Lenin said a good Communist is a 
“dead man on furlough.” They are pre- 
pared to die for their cause and often 
compare their tempestuous lives with 
the turbulent scenes that surrounded the 
advance of the Gospel in the first cen- 
tury. Only the deepest personal sacri- 
fice by Christians at home can provide 
missionaries on the foreign field with 
broadcasting facilities, printing presses, 
and training schools to counter the 
thrust of Communism backed by the 
vast resources of Russia and her satel- 
lites. 

The Christian has a message that can 
appeal to men more than Marxism. We 
offer the highest hope for the individ- 
ual. The very hairs of the Christian’s 
head are numbered. He is not lost in 
the multitude as the Communists are. 
Our Lord knows us by name and has 
promised to be with us and provide for 
us (Psa. 23 and John 10). Let the Reds 
scoff at our “pie in the sky”; we already 
have “the peace of God, which passeth 
all understanding” (Phil. 4:7). We are 
sure that only He who brought peace to 
our troubled hearts can give peace to 
the world. 

God Himself will one day demonstrate 
that a perfect environment cannot per- 
fect man’s evil heart of unbelief. When 
Satan is loosed after the thousand-year 
reign of Christ, there will be those who 
will follow him (Rev. 20:7-9). Com- 


‘munism’s own experience has’ proved 


that it cannot perfect man. Its leaders 
live as tin gods, but they die denounced 
as rascals. 


OKLAHOMA Clty, OKLA. 


A Tested Calling Program 


Nine steps in setting up a system that has been found 
to increase church and Sunday school attendance 


ERE is a tried and proved church- 

calling program that has been a 
real blessing to overburdened pastors 
and, sometimes, to assistant pastors, per- 
mitting them to spend time in prayer, 
sermon preparation, or other vital mat- 
ters that formerly was spent in calling. 
Wherever this program has been put 
into operation it has greatly increased 
both Sunday school and church attend- 
ance, in two instances doubling attend- 
ance. 

Naturally, different localities and 
churches will have different results. In 
one church, this program led to the es- 
tablishment of five Bible study classes 
in widely separated parts of the com- 
munity; two afternoon Sunday schools 
held in public school buildings were 
developed; the first Vacation Bible 
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School with three churches co-operat- 
ing; work among the Spanish-speaking 
people in the town, with a Sunday after- 
noon Sunday school, and evening calls 
in their two settlements on the outskirts. 
Let us consider the program step by 
step: rs 
Step 1.—Obtain a good large scale 
map covering your church territory. 
Step 2—Make duplicate slips, using 
unruled, ringed notebook paper, size 3 
x 5 inches, for each member of church, 
each member of Sunday school, each 
member of young people’s groups, each 
adherent, and each visitor who signs 
guest book. There should be only one 
slip for each family,,all names of mem- 
bers of family being listed on that slip. 
Step 3.—Decide upon a simple set of 
code’ letters to indicate the group or 
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groups to which each person belongs. 
A slip showing these code letters should 
be placed in front of each district sec- 
retary’s book. Other designations may 
be added as the calling program moves 
forward, or as the need is felt. A sug- 
gested code is shown below: 


A —Adherent S—Sunday school 
C —Choir T —Teacher 

K —Kindergarten W—Women’s group 
M—Member Y—yYouth group 

O —Officer 


Step 4—On the family slips, mark to 
the left of each name the code letter or 
letters indicating group to which each 
one belongs. For example: 


A Borne, Dr. John Date...... 
MSW * . 
MSY Dorothy (14 yrs.) 
MSY John, Jr. (10 yrs.) 
Ss Sylvia (6 yrs.) 
410 Eaton Avenue 
Wheaton, IDL 
Phone ED 4-2561 


Step 5—You are now ready to dis- 
trict the names on your slips. With the 
map before you, separate slips into 
groups where there seem to be the 
greatest concentrations. Even then it 
may be necessary to make more than 
one district in some localities. 

When you have decided upon the dis- 
tricts, and the streets bounding same, 
outline each district in red on the map. 
Then place district number—1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, etc—in red in center of district, or 
where plainly visible. Make these num- 
bers sufficiently large to be seen readily. 

Allow for an outside district also, as 
every church has those who come from 
some distance away. 

Other groups, as well as the pastor 
and officers of the church, will fre- 
quently have cause to refer to this map. 
Hang it on a wall where it will be avail- 
able to all. 

Step 6—You are now ready to select 
a general secretary and a district secre- 
tary for each district. Whoever serves 
as general secretary should counsel with 
the pastor regarding those best fitted to 
act as district secretaries. 

The primary consideration in the 
choice of those to serve as district secre- 
taries is that they are truly “born 
again,” with a genuine desire to serve 
the Lord. How can one who does not 
know the Lord counsel in some trying 
situation in a home or pray intelligently 
with its members? 

They should be chosen to serve in the 
district in which they live. This, how- 
ever, is not always possible. 

Step 7.—Ring books for district sec- 
retaries may be secured at any of the 
variety stores. Allow for eight or ten 
districts. This will vary, depending 
upon the membership of various groups. 
The book for the general secretary 
should be larger, approximately 7 by 9 
inches. Mark books for district secre- 
taries with proper district number. 

Step 8—Arrange slips alphabetically 
in each district secretary’s book. Do the 
same with general secretary’s book. 

Step 9.—Mark each slip in general sec- 

(Continued on page 526) 
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LESSON 4. JULY 27. JUSTICE IN COMMUNITY LIFE 


Leviticus 19:11-18; Deuteronomy 15:7, 8; Romans 13:8-10; James 1:1-24; 2:1-13; printed text, 
Leviticus 19:15-18; James 2:1-9 


Golden Text.—Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.—Rom. 13:10 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Lev. 19:15 Ye shall do no unrighteousness in judgment: 
thou shalt not respect the person of the poor, nor honour the 
person of the mighty: but in righteousness shalt thou judge 
thy neighbour. 

16 Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among 
thy people: neither shalt thou stand against the blood of thy 
neighbour: I am the Lorp. : 

17 Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine heart: thou 
shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbour, and not suffer sin 
upon him. 

18 Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the 
children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as 


2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers 
temptations; 

3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh 
patience. 

4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 

5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it 
shall be given him. 

6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that 
wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and 
tossed. 

7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any 





thyself: I am the Lorp. 


Jas. 2:1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greet- 


ing. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


USTICE in community life depends 
J ultimately upon the triune God. 

The person, will, and sovereign 
oversight of the Father are implied in 
the repeated words, “I am the Lord” 
(Lev. 19:3, 4, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18). Because 
He is just and holy, man must be just 
and holy. The divine will decrees im- 
partial justice; it must be obeyed. 

The sacrificial, loving example of the 
Son is suggested in the words, “our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory” (Jas. 
2:1). Christ Jesus, existing from eter- 
nity in the bosom of the Father (John 
1:18) as the Lord of Glory, was willing 
for the sake of undeserving sinners to 
make Himself of no reputation and to 
bear the fearful weight of human sin. 
(Study 2 Cor. 8:9; Phil. 2:5-8.) His 
“mind’* must be in His saints (Phil. 2:5). 
Its presence will exclude partiality and 
social injustice. 

The restraining force of the Holy 
Spirit, apart from whose work of hin- 
dering iniquity (2 Thess. 2:7) there 
could be no justice among men, is ever 
in the background. He both restrains 
evil and empowers believers for good. 
His blessed fruit grows in the heart of 
the yielded child of God (Gal. 5:22, 23). 

The true Christian, loving his Heav- 
enly Father, trusting his Saviour, walk- 
ing in the Spirit, is adequately prepared 
to mete out justice in community life. 

The basis of such justice is clear. Its 
underlying principle is love for one’s 
neighbor (Lev. 19:18; Jas. 2:9). Note 
the nature of that love, its source, and 
its manifestation. The nature: “as thy- 
self” (Matt. 19:19). This is a high 
standard. No man ever hates his own 
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it 
(Eph. 5:29). This involves personal 


thing of the Lord. 


8 A double minded man is unstable in all his ways. 


x % x s 


sympathy, understanding, helpfulness, 
and provision. The source: in one’s love 
for God. Observe how carefully our 
Lord ties together love for God and man 
(Matt. 22:37-40.) The manifestation: 
the beautiful fruit it bears. Part of this 
fruit is the theme of this lesson. Truly 
love your neighbor and it “shall follow 
as the night the day” that your attitudes, 
outlook, and conduct will breathe the 
fragrant atmosphere of justice. 

Both Moses and James discuss treat- 
ment of the rich and poor because (1) 
the poor are ever with us (see Matt. 
26:11); (2) the property issue is an 
arena where the struggle for justice is 
often fought; (3) he who practices jus- 
tice in the area of people and their pos- 
sessions truly exhibits love for his neigh- 
bor, 


Verse by Verse 


Lev. 19:15—*“. . . no unrighteousness 
in judgment ... not respect ... the poor, 
nor honour ... the mighty . . . in right- 
eousness judge thy neighbour.” 
Justice must be impartial, unbiased. 


Fair verdicts must be rendered: the 
poor must get his deserts, though his 
poverty thereby increase; the powerful 
must not be permitted to sway a court’s 
decision. 


Verse 16.—“Thowu shall not go...asa 


talebearer ... neither ... stand against 
the blood ... I am the Lord.” Slander 
is vicious. It injures three people: the 


slanderer, the one slandered, and the 
one who hears the slander. To “stand 
against the blood” means either to stand 
idly by when one’s neighbor is in mortal 
danger or to bring against him murder- 








Dr. Woodbridge has propease printed, 
loose-leaf outline studies of all the New Tes- 
tament Books. These are for personal Bible 
study and teaching. If interested, write for 
a descriptive folder to Dr. C. J. Woodbridge, 
P.O. Box 55, Altadena, Calif. 


9 Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted. 
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ucation 


ous, presumably unwarranted, accusa- 
tions (see Exod. 23:1, 7). 


Verse 17.—“Thou shalt not hate... in 
thine heart ... rebuke thy neighbour... 
not suffer sin...” Inward motives are 
now discussed, moods which prompt un- 
worthy deeds. “In any wise” is “by all 
means.” Frank presentation of facts to 
one’s neighbor, even scolding, is some- 
times necessary. Failure in this matter 
and continued harboring of a grudge 
lead one into the sin of cherishing ill 
will (Eph. 4:26; 1 Tim. 5:20). 


Verse 18.—“Thou shalt not avenge, nor 
bear any grudge .. . thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself: I am the Lord.” 
When rebukes are unheeded the injured 
party must not seek revenge, but ban- 
ish from his mind even the memory of 
the misdeed. This is genuine love. Note 
“IT am the Lord” in verses 16 and 18. 


Jas. 2:1—“‘My brethren, have not the 
faith of our Lord... of glory, with re- 
spect of persons.” The implication is 
that believers in James’s day were 
guilty of undue discrimination. “Have” 
is to “hold.” The Christ “of glory” laid 
aside His robes of transcendent light and 
stooped to human need. Then how can 
His people neglect the poor in favor of 
the mighty? 


Verse 2.—“If . . . unto your assembly 


a man with a gold ring, in goodly ap-, 


parel ...a poor man in vile raiment.” 
“Assembly” is “synagogue”—the only 
time in the New Testament the Jewish 
word is applied to a Christian gathering. 
The contrast is between dandies, gor- 
geously robed and bejeweled, ‘and pone 
men in shabby attire. 


Verse 3—“Ye have respect .. . Sit 
thou here in a good place .. . to the 
poor, Stand thou there, or... under my 
footstool.” Making unpleasant compar- 
isons reveals a divided heart. Often the 
glint of gold attracts the eye of the 
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Lesson for July 27 


ushering elder who finds a choice stall 
for the moneyed worshiper and seats the 
poor man in a place of lesser dignity 
(see Matt. 23:6). 


Verse 4.—“Are ye not then partial ... 
judges of evil thoughts?” Literally, “Do 
you not make distinctions among your- 
selves?” Thus you are judges “with 
evil thoughts.” You are guilty of favor- 
itism. 

Verse 5—*“. . . Hath not God chosen 
the poor .. . rich in faith, and heirs of 
the kingdom ... ?” Treasure in Heaven 
surpasses earthly riches in value. The 
poor, less encumbered by things,‘ often 
have deep, rich, abiding faith in Christ. 
Hence they inherit the Kingdom. Note 
parallel usage in James 1:12. True love 
for God is evidence that one’s faith in 
Christ is genuine. 


Verse 6—“Ye have despised the poor 

.. Tich men oppress you ... draw you 
before the judgment seats.” The Chris- 
tians were guilty: they “dishonored the 
poor man” (A.S.V.). Their conduct was 
both wrong (for, as seen in v. 5, God 
chose the poor) and stupid, for rich men 
sued them at court. The oppression was 
partially due to the high cost of legal 
aid. 

Verse 7.—“Do not they blaspheme that 
worthy name by the which ye are 
called?” “Worthy” is kalon, “beautiful,” 
or “honorable” (A.S.V.). The phrase, 
“by the which ye are called,” may be 
translated “called upon you”—at bap- 
tism, for example, or in general, the use 
of the word Christian to designate be- 
lievers. 


Verse 8.—“. . . the royal law atcording 
to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself ...” Leviticus 19: 
18 is here quoted with approval. The 
law of neighborly love is “royal” be- 
cause it originates with the sovereign 
God, reflects His kingly purposes, and, 
to the extent that it is obeyed, His regal 
will is done on earth. 


Verse 9.—“If ye have respect to per- 
sons, ye commit sin ... are convinced 
... @s transgressors.” Undue partiality 
and discrimination are plainly de- 
hounced as sin, a violation of God’s will 
and Law. Perpetrators of the crime are 
“convicted by the law as transgressors” 
(A.S.V.). The Law of God reveals and 
highlights sin. At the bar of divine 
justice the Law is the accusing lawyer 
(cf. Rom. 7:7, 8); but it cannot save the 
sinner (see Rom. 8:3). Christ alone can 
Save. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Love for one’s neighbor is the spring 
whence flows the beneficent stream of 
justice. Its presence spells considerate- 
hess and kindness. Its absence may is- 
sue in selfishness, exploitation, and 
crime. 

Love is indeed the fulfilling of the 
Law. The legal demands of God are 
exacting: absolute honesty, integrity, 
and purity. The Law commands but it 
cannot constrain. Love alone constrains. 
The Law forbids murder, theft, and 
adultery. If you truly love your neigh- 
bor as yourself you will want him to be 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


8. July 20.—dJustice in the Family. 
Leviticus 19:32; Proverbs 6:20- 
23; Mark 10:2-16; Ephesians 5:21 

to 6:4; 1 Timothy 5:8 


Next Week’s Lesson 


5. August 3.—Guarding Our Freedoms. 

Amos 7:10-17; John 8:31-38; Acts 

4:15-20; 5:27-32; Galatians 3:23- 

28; 5:1-25; Colossians 4:1, 7-9; 
Philemon 








happy. Hence you will not likely de- 
prive him of that which he holds dear— 
life, possessions, or mate. 

The Bible teaches that love is the 
“royal law,” the prerequisite to justice 
in the community. But it gives specific 
reasons why Christians should not dis- 
criminate between rich and poor, and 
why justice should be administered 
with fairness and precision (Lev. 19:15). 

The poor must not be mistreated be- 
cause (1) God has chosen many of them 
to eternal life (Jas. 2:5); why should 
man despise them? (2) External poverty 
often hides inner riches of faith (Jas. 
2:5); why be influenced by mere ap- 
pearances? (3) Many of the poor are 
heirs of the Kingdom (Jas. 2:5); why 
should believers who will share Heav- 
en's felicity with them in the future 
spurn them now? 

On the other hand, (1) rich men have 
the means and power and often the de- 
sire to oppress their fellow men (Jas. 
2:6). (2) They hale them to court at 
the slightest provocation (Jas. 2:6), ex- 
pecting their highly paid lawyers to ob- 
tain a favorable verdict for them. And 
(3) in the iniquitous process they stoop 
to blasphemous disregard of the holy 
name and sovereign will of God. 

When a Christian exhibits partiality 
toward those who are financially in a 
position to aid him and scorns the poor, 
who are unable to return his favors, he 
demonstrates that his spiritual focus has 
shifted from Christ to clothing, from 
God to gold, from trust in his Father to 
material things, from Heaven to earth, 
from divine to human opinion, frdm 
treasure in Glory to riches here below. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HOM does slander injure? 
2. Why is neighborly love a 
“royal” law? 
3. Does James attack riches as such? 
4. What is the relationship between 
neighborly love and the Law? ’ 
5. Why should not the poor be op- 
pressed? 
6. Why not discriminate in favor of 
the rich? 
7. How did’Christ reveal His unbiased 
love? 
8. Which is primary, heart attitude or 
outward conduct? 
9. Will a man’s mere justice in the 
community get him to Heaven? 
10. What is a guaranteed stimulus to 
neighborly love? 
(Answers on page 526) 
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He is revealed as guilty. The law of 
love convicts him (Jas. 2:9). He is out 
of fellowship with his Saviour. He 
needs to confess his iniquity (1 John 1: 
9), abandon it in the energy of the Holy 
Spirit, be forgiven and restored to com- 
munion with his Lord. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The fount of communal justice: 
neighborly love (Lev. 19:18; Jas. 
2:8). 

2. The outworkings of communal jus- 
tice: impartiality (Lev. 19/15; Jas. 
2:1, 4, 9); truth (Lev. 19: 16). 

3. The threat to communal justice: self- 
ishness, desire for personal advan- 
tage. ‘ 

4. The error and stupidity of communal 
injustice: it betrays a lack of love, ° 
and brings evil upon its perpetra- 
tor (Jas. 2:4, 6, 7). 


Topics for Development 

Love and Obedience. Obedience is 
the fair flower that blooms on the stem 
of love, which in turn springs from the 
root of faith. Note that in Old Testa- 
ment days love was decreed as a guid- 
ing principle (Lev. 19:18). "Twas ever 
thus: for the love of man mirrors the 
love of God, who is from all eternity 
the changeless one. Love does not save 
a man; but the saved man, in whose 
heart the love of Christ has been shed 
abroad by the Holy Spirit (Rom. 5:5), 
demonstrates the reality and depth of 
his faith by love (cf. Gal. 5:6). Study 
with care John 14:21, 23; 15:10; 1 John 
2:5; 3:18; 4:20. Genuine love begets 
obedience. 


The Status of the Jerusalem Church. 
Learn to read between the lines as you 
study Biblical passages. What difficul- 
ties seemed to plague the mother church 
in Jerusalem? The rich-poor contro- 
versy described in our lesson was only 
one of several difficulties that needed 
wise and Spirit-directed adjudication. 
Consult James 1:9-11, 22; 2:1-9, 14; 3:5- 
8; 4:1-4; 5:1-6. James is probably the 
earliest book of the New Testament. It 
was written by the head of the church 
at Jerusalem less than twenty years 
after Jesus’ death (cf. Acts 12:17; 15:13; 
21:18). 


Divine and Human Justice. The im- 
partiality with which believers are to 
judge their neighbors is a reflection of 
God’s unbiased attitude and judgment. 
Our Heavenly Father is not swayed by 
man’s possessions or culture. “Shall not 
the Judge of,all the earth do right?” 
(Gen. 18:25.) His judgment is always 
“according to truth” (Rom. 2:2). “For 
there is no respect of persons with God” 
(Rom. 2:11). 

But the love' of God parallels His 
judgment. He sent His dearly beloved 
Son to die’ for sinners who were con- 
demned by. His justice to die. So with 
believers: love for their neighbors 
ennobles and conditions their judgments. 


Practical Applications 

Outward conduct reveals inward 
moods and dispositions. Do we really 
love our neighbors, not merely in gen- 
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eral, but specifically and individually? 
This is the crucial question. 

Do we rejoice in our neighbor’s dis- 
comfiture? Are we given to gossip, 
which is a polite, sometimes subtle form 
of slander? Where then is our love? 

Are we unduly impressed by fine 
clothing? Does it depress us to see 
someone else wearing a new hat in 
church? Is our smile strained and wry 
when we congratulate a fellow Christian 
who has a new automobile? 

Do we elect to the board of deacons 
men primarily noted for their wealth? 
Do we grudgingly welcome poor people 
into the fellowship of the church? 

When a pot of boiling water is re- 
moved from the flame, it at once starts 
to cool off. When a child of God begins 
to neglect his devotional life and no 
longer exposes his soul daily to the love 
of his Saviour, his own love for his 
neighbor diminishes. Self asserts its 
own desires. Capricious judgments fol- 
low. 


Golden Text 

Rom. 13:10.—“‘Love worketh no ill... 
love is the fulfilling of, the law.” The 
Christian who truly loves his neighbor 
will not harm his person, deprive him 
of property, or invade the sanctity of 
his home. The legality of his dealings 
reveals the love in his heart. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Ye shall do no unrighteousness in 
judgment .. .” (Lev. 19:15).—The “Sep- 
tuagint” renders it, “You shall not do an 
unjust thing in the execution of justice; 
thou shalt not respect the face of the 
poor, nor revere the face of the mighty 


seed _ 

This text should be given a promi- 
nent place in every courtroom through- 
out the country. 

I heard a Christian who is in the in- 
surance business say in substance that 
when a poor person sues a corporation, 
some juries will not seriously consider 
the evidence and merits of the case. 
Even if justice is not altogether on the 
side of the poor man, their argument 


‘ will be, “You can’t go wrong awarding 


the money to the poor man—the corpo- 
ration is wealthy and can easily afford 
to pay it.” 

The Lord is virtually* saying: “You 
can go wrong finding for the poor man 
when justice is on the side of the corpo- 
ration. Justice should be rendered en- 
tirely apart from the financial status of 
plaintiff or defendant.” 

There was no miscarriage of divine 
justice at Calvary. God was the al- 
mighty one and we were the poor sin- 
ners. The verdict was, “All have sinned” 
(Rom. 3:23). But a sinless Saviour 
“died for the ungodly” (chap. 5:6). 
Now a just God can righteously justify 
“him which believeth in Jesus” (chap. 
3: 26). 


“Thou shalt not go up and down as a 
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talebearer ...” (Lev. 19: 16).—King Sol--. 


omon said, “A talebearer revealeth se- 
crets: but he that is of a faithful spirit 
concealeth the matter” (Prov. 11:13). 

“A talebearer,” said Dr. Wm. Arnot, 
“is an odious character. He takes in all 
your story, if you are weak enough to 
give it to him, and then runs off and 
pours it into the greedy ears of jealous 
neighbors. His character is a compound 
of weakness and wickedness. He is 
feared less than bolder criminals, and 
despised more. If he were not weak, he 
would not act so wickedly; but if he 
were not wicked; he would not be so 
weakly. 

“He breeds hatred and spreads it. He 
carries the infection from house to 
house, like a traveler from city to city, 
bringing the plague in his garments. 
Families soon begin to mark him as a 
dangerous man; and, in the exercise of 
sovereign authority within their borders, 
they prescribe a rigid quarantine: they 
prescribe for him an offing wide enough 
to ensure their own safety.” 

“... neither shalt thou stand against 
the blood of thy neighbour .. .” (Lev. 
19: 16).—Matthew Henry understood this 
to mean one was not to stand as a wit- 
ness against the blood of his neighbor 
if his blood be innocent. He was not to 
join in confederacy with such’ bloody 
men as those described in Proverbs 1:11, 
12. 

“. ..I am the Lord” (Lev. 19:16).— 
Fifteen times in this chapter we have 
the expression, “I am the Lord,” or 
“Jehovah.” The eternally existing one 
“which is, and which was, and which is 
to come,” put Himself in relation with 
Israel, by the name “Jehovah.” 
His proper name with His redeemed 
people. 

As “Jehovah,” He had authority to 
command obedience. He reminds them, 
again and again, that theif® actions 
should be such as will honor and take 
character from His name! “Ye shall be 
holy: for I the Lord your God am 
holy” (v. 2). 

His name to us is “Father,” and we 
receive the same exhortation, with this 
added word, “And if ye call on the 
Father, who without respect of persons 
judgeth according to every man’s work, 
pass the time of your sojourning here 
in fear” (1 Pet. 1:16, 17). 

To a young infidel who was scoffing at 
Christianity because of the misconduct 
of its professors, a preacher said, “Did 
you ever know an uproar to be made be- 
cause an infidel went astray from the 
paths of morality?” The infidel ad- 
mitted that he had not. “Then, don’t 
you see,” said the preacher, “that by 
expecting the professors of Christianity 
to be holy, you admit it to be a holy 
way of life, and thus pay it the highest 
compliment in your power?” The young 
man was silent. 


“My brethren, have not the faith... 
with respect of persons” (Jas. 2:1).—The 
expression, “the faith,” means the whole 
body of revealed truth which has “our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory” as 
its object and center. All who have 
placed personal faith in Him, and em- 
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braced the faith, should not respect per- 
sons because of their gay clothing and 
jewelry. God often chooses the poor, 
rich in faith (Jas. 1:5; 1 Cor. 1:26-29). 

At a reception of members in Calvary 
Baptist Church, Washington, D. C, 
some years ago, the pastor, Dr. Greene, 
received into the fellowship the Hon. 
Charles Evans Hughes, a Chinese, and a 
washerwoman. As he saw the unusual 
group standing before him, he paused 
and said, “My friends, I will have you 
notice that at the cross of Christ the 
ground is level.” 


Wawona, CALIr. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 
SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
“Rescue the Perishing”’ 
“Q-Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
whose name is Love, we owe so much 
to Thy loving mercies and are so un- 
deserving of the least of them. Forgive 
us that we ourselves are often unlov- 
ing to others. Cause Thy love to pos- 
sess us that we may despise none and 
love our neighbor as ourselves. Use this 
lesson to overcome our loveless attitudes, 
writing its truths on our hearts. Guide 
us this week into the good works that lie 
in Thy plan for us to do. Make us quick 
to see and to sympathize with human 
need, and show us how we best may 
help. Have mercy on those who dwell 
where Christ has not been proclaimed 
and on all who have only a perversion of 
Christianity. To such send Thy servants 
with the Gospel and work savingly in 
these needy lives. Show Thy compas- 
sion to the sick and dying, the sad and 
lonely, the poor and hungry of the 
earth. Restrain ali that work evil and 
prosper all who labor for right and 
peace. Show us these mercies for Thy 
Son’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Have you ever sung 
the bright, jingling little song, “The Old 
Time Religion”? Then you remember 
the line, “Makes me love everybody.” 
That does not mean loving everyone the 
way we love our parents, our sisters and 
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brothers, or some very dear friend. For 
them we have the love of endearment; 
but to people in general we are to show 
the love of good will, being considerate 
always of their welfare. We rightly 
consider our own health and well-being, 
and we are to have the same considera- 
tion for other people’s good. 

This makes it possible to love people 
we may not like. We cannot force our- 
selves to like disagreeable folk, but we 
can love them; for loving our neighbor 
means treating him fairly, showing him 
respect, and being ready to promote his 
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welfare. Remember the Lord Jesus died- 


for sinners and has a place in His heart 
for the shabbiest down-and-out, for the 
least agreeable person. Today, in James, 
we saw a picture of special attention 
given a rich man entering God’s house 
and a contrasting disrespect for a poorly 
dressed fellow. That usher was short- 
sighted and so are we when we fail to 
see the soul for whom Christ died and 
the heart He can change beneath the 
old clothes and shabby look of some 
who cross our path. Worse still, we are 
short on love when we show contempt 
for the poor and the unattractive. Pray 
for love and good will to dwell in your 
heart richly toward all sorts and condi- 
tions of people. 
CaLcary, ALTA., Can. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, you have a life to live 

and you want to make a success of 
it—a happy success. Much will depend 
upon your attitude toward the other fel- 
low. Paul told the Romans, “For none 
of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth 
unto himself” (Rom. 14:7). You might 
as well face it: your living will be in a 
community, unless you choose to be a 
Robinson Crusoe on a remote island and 
have no companion but a servant named 
Friday. That would be very unfortu- 
nate, for you are so constituted that 
some of your greatest satisfactions must 
be connected with community life. 

A man and his family moyed into an 
adjoining state, and as he was unpack- 
ing his household goods in the new home 
he went across the street to a grocery 
store to buy supplies for the pantry. 
While the grocer assembled the pack- 
ages the man asked, “What sort of neigh- 
bors are the folks around here?” 

The grocer replied, “What sort of 
neighbors were those where you came 
from?” 

“They were mean as they could be,” 
said the man. 

“Well,” replied the grocer, “you will 
find these as mean as they can be, too.” 
Of course he would. He had only seen 
the faults in his neighbors; he had criti- 
cized them and’ that made him hate 
them. Doubtless, they were very glad 
when he moved away. 

Now, fellows, we all have a tendency 
to criticize—sometimes severely—and 
God in His infinite wisdom and love has 
put safeguards in His Word against such 
a calamity. For that is what it is—a 
calamity. Our lesson text today warns 
us not to judge people by the clothes 
they wear, nor their jewelry, nor by 
their rags, if they are poor, but be keen 
to discover qualities you can approve. 
Really, not to judge them at all! (Rom. 
14:10, 13.) The Word also cautions us 
not to be talebearers. Try to think of 
Something good to say about your neigh- 
bor. Learn to love him and you will 
certainly have something good to say 
about him. Never harbof a grudge. 
Even if he has treated you badly, forget 
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it. Physicians tell us that grudges can 
start ulcers in the stomach. 


The Bible goes further and says, “Love. 


your enemies.” That is difficult to do 
unless we turn upon ourselves and 
whittle down our self-esteem to the 
point where we can “esteem” others bet- 
ter than ourselves.. James calls this “the 
royal law” (2:8) and that word “royal” 
signifies something at the top. The top 
is where you would like to “live, and 
move, and have [your] . being.” 
Study the attitude of Jesus toward the 
multitude. He “was moved with com- 
passion” (Mark 6:34) toward His ene- 
mies, even when they had nailed Mim 
to the cross, “Father, forgive them; for 
they know not what they do” (Luke 23: 
34). , 

Maybe you are saying, “Yes, but that 
was Jesus Christ, not me.” Quite true, 
but we are told to “follow his steps” 
(1 Pet. 2:21). Also that “the steps of a 
good man are ordered by the Lord” 
(Psa. 37: 23). 

This is life on a high level—where the 
best in you wants to be. Get up there 
and, by the grace of God and His prom- 
ises, stay there. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 
Christian Neighbors (Jas. 2:1-8) 


E MAY call this lesson “Fair Play 

at Church and Sunday School.” If 
you keep your Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs 
copies, look up the April 5, 1958, issue. 
The' story of Bobby Keren as told by 
Anna Wilson in “Don't Invite Me!” fur- 
nishes a good approach to this lesson, 
and helps the children to feel the plight 
of a newcomer in a strange . church. 
Bobby accepted an invitation to a cer- 
tain Sunday school; but because no one 
was interested in helping him, he blun- 
dered around from a girls’ class to the 
nursery, past the adults, and was not 
welcomed warmly even by the superin- 
tendent or the teacher of the proper 
class, for then he interrupted them by 
his late appearance. 

What happens to a stranger or a vis- 
itor in our Sunday school? Suppose you 
were the stranger here, what would you 
want the regular boys and girls to do 
for you? (You might even have a vis- 
itor present to speak for himself!) Then 
let us plan how we can do that for our 
visitors (Matt. 7:12; Jas. 2:8, Memory 
Verse). Perhaps the class will decide 
to have a couple of hosts or hostesses 
each Sunday to be present a little early 
to welcome and help visitors to the right 
place. They should also greet each of 
the arriving members in a friendly way. 
Every member of a small class should 
feel responsible for making a stranger 
welcome. Even a shy girl can say, “Hi!” 
and smile. (Boys and girls of Junior 
age may be antagonistic toward the op- 
posite sex, so if you have a mixed class, 
do not expect too much across this line.) 

Suppose a girl comes wearing a faded 
dress, and her hair is untidy. You know 
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she is from a very poor family and does 
not have the good clothes you do. An- 
other one comes wearing a beautiful 
dress, with her hair curled and a pretty. 
hat. Will you be very nice to her, but 
not pay any attention to the poor girl? 
Even grown folks may be partial like 
that and unfair! James, the Lord’s 
brother, had to warn the Christians at 
church. (Read Jas. 2:1-4.) Verse 5 tells 
how God looks at poor Christians—poor 
in money and clothes, but rich in faith 
and love. They may not inherit money 
here on earth but they will inherit some- 
thing from God—Heaven—and that will 
be richer and better than anything on 
earth! Look at what the Lord Jesus 
said to poor Christians (Luke 6:20). He 
also told this story. (Tell the story of 
Dives and Lazarus in Luke 16:19-31. 
“Abraham's bosom” may be called the 
place where Abraham was, and there 
Lazarus sat right next to Abraham—if 
we may turn the figure to a modern 
equivalent.) On earth Abraham was 
very rich in money (Gen. 13:2); but he 
was rich in faith, too (Heb. 11:8). But 
in Heaven they sat side by side or 
walked arm in arm! 

Our Memory Verse gives us the rule 
of our great King—‘“the royal law”—for 
us to be just as fair to one another on 
earth as people will be in Heaven: “If 
ye fulfil the royal law according to the 
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scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour 
as thyself, ye do well” (Jas. 2:8). If you 
want to find that law in the Scripture, 
it is in Leviticus 19:18—way back to the 
time of Moses—and again the Lord re- 
peated it in Luke 10: 25-28. 

Various other courtesies—or fair play 
—may be considered: sitting at the end 
of a pew and making other people 
“climb” over you; whispering, noisy 
talk, or rough actions; monopolizing a 
place, attention, or discussion. Fair 
play toward God, considered in the first 
lesson, may touch on reverence and obe- 
dience in this one. 


Orono, MAINE. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request frém 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N, 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
They Knew It Was Their Business.— 

Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: 
therefore love is the fulfilling of the 
law (Rom. 13:10, Golden Text). When 
my father was a young man he worked 
on a steamship on which he and one 
other young chap were the only Chris- 
tians on the crew. It was the custom to 
serve liquor daily to the crew. These 
two young Christians always threw 
theirs overboard. They would neither 
drink it themselves nor give it to others, 
though some resented what they con- 
sidered waste of liquor they would have 
been glad to drink. What made those 
young men act as they did? They 
would not drink themselves lest liquor 
should enslave and ruin them as they 
could see it enslaving and destroying 
others. And they would not give the 
liquor to those who would have taken 
it, because they would not do what 
could prove harmful to others. They 
might have said: “If those chaps want 
to take a chance and drink our liquor, 
they can have it. It’s none of our busi- 
ness.” But young Christians though 
they were, they knew it was their busi- 
ness to avoid any action that could harm 
others. They knew the curse that liquor 
is to many, and so their portion went 
into the sea, no matter if others did 
curse or scoff. Their firm stand was an 
act of obedience to the rule of love — 
From Joseph Edwin Harris, in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs. Clar- 
ence Jones, Otego, N. Y. Prize illustra- 
tion. 

Grace Gives the Right.—In righteous- 
ness shalt thou judge thy neighbour 
(Lev. 19:15). An old Christian, passing 
a gentleman’s mansion as a near road 
to his meeting place, was accosted by 
the laird. “What right have you on this 
path?” “None at all, sir,” he meekly re- 
plied; “but I thought you would not 
mind an old man, who has lived many 
years on your estate, going this way to 
the meeting, especially as the other road 
is so far around.” “Give me your stick,” 
said the laird, sternly. Then handing 
him ‘a gold-mounted stick, with his 
crest, said, “If anyone asks you what 


‘ 
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right you have this way, show him this, 


and tell him I gave it to you.” Grace 
gives the right into God’s presence, 
“Come boldly unto the throne” (Heb. 


4:16). —From the Guardian. Sent by J. 
Edward Raiser, Shelby, Ohio. 


Accurate, but Misrepresenting.—Thou 
shalt not go up and down as a talebearer 
among thy people (Lev. 19:16). Those 
who originate or spread evil reports can 
also tell the truth with an overstatement 
or an understatement that throws out 
a false inference and a dangerous in- 
nuendo. What is required, therefore, in 
speech is not only accuracy but loyalty 
—accuracy in words and loyalty in 
spirit. For example, on a sailing vessel 
the mate of the ship, yielding to a temp- 
tation, became drunk. He had never 
before been in such a state. The cap- 
tain entered in the log of the ship the 
record for the day, “Mate drunk today.” 
When the mate read this entry, he im- 
plored the captain to take it out of the 
record, saying that when it was read by 
the owners of the ship, it would cost him 
his post, and the captain well knew that 
this was his first offense. But the ob- 
durate captain refused to change the 
record, and he said to the mate, “This 
is the fact, and into the log it goes.” 
Some days afterward the mate was 
keeping the log, and, after he had given 
the latitude and longitude, the run for 
the day, the wind and the sea, he made 
this entry, “Captain sober today.” The 
indignant captain protested when he 
read the record, declaring that it would 
leave an altogether false impression in 
the minds of the owners of the vessel, as 
if it were an unusual thing for him to be 
sober. But the mate answered as the 
captain had answered him, “This is the 
fact, and into the log it goes.” By an 
accuracy of statement and a misrepre- 
sentation of circumstances one can in- 
jure the character of another.—From 
“Strange Texts but Grand Truths,” by 
Clarence E. Macartney. Sent by Grace 
Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Not Chosen for Our Worth—My 
brethren, have not the faith of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with 
respect of persons (Jas. 2:1). Jesse R. 
Wilson says: “One evening in a meeting, 
a young man led in prayer. ‘O Lord 
Jesus,’ he said, ‘we thank Thee for Thy 
love for us. Thou didst not pass us by 
because we were poor. Thou didst not 
despise us because we were outcast. 
Thou didst not hate us because we were 
sinful. We thank Thee, Lord Jesus.’ ”— 
From Tom M. Olson, in The ‘Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mary E. Lauver, 
Mt. Pleasant Mills, Pa. 


Seated According to Dress——And ye 
have respect to him that weareth the 
gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou 
here in a good place (Jas. 2:3). Dr. 
Chapman has accomplished things 
worthy of him in Grace Temple, Phila- 
delphia, and he says: “When I went to 
New York, I went with this express un- 
derstanding and agreement, that any 
officer in that church would resign with- 
out controversy if I deemed it neces- 
sary. After I stayed there awhile I said 
there was just one who must resign, and 
that was the head usher. If a man came 
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in well dressed he sent him up to the - 


front; if not, he sent him to the gallery. 
He had the grace to resign, and I put a 
man in his place who had a smile that 
would not come off and a hand that 
went out to everybody. It was not long 
until that house was filled.”—From Dr. 
W. B. Riley, in “An Argument for Free 
Pews.” Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, 
Kans. 

Feeble Love.—Are ye not then partial 
in yourselves, and are become judges of 
evil thoughts?” (Jas. 2:4.) An evange- 
list brings into the congregation all the 
poor people of the district, and the very 
worst of characters gather to hear him. 
This ought to be a great joy, but in cer- 
tain cases it is not. Many are offended, 
and in effect say, “Not so, Lord. Well, 
really, I—I—I do not like to sit next to 
one who is dressed so badly, and smells 
so vilely. I saw a woman of loose char- 
acter come in, and I felt as if I must 
leave my pew.” Oh, you very respect- 
able people, you know that you get into 
that state of mind! You do not say 
much about it when we hear you, be- 
cause you know that it would not an- 
swer your purpose; yet you squeeze up 
against the corner of the pew to get 
away from the poor and needy. Do you 
not? If a man with a smock-frock, or 
with a dirty faee, comes in here, you 
would just as soon that he should sit 
on the flaps in the aisle as sit in your 
seat, and a great deal sooner, I dare say. 
There is a great deal of that kind of 
feeling about, and it may be very nat- 
ural, but it certainly betrays feebleness 
of Christian love—From David Otis 
Fuller, in “Spurgeon’s Illustrative Anec- 
dotes.” Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 

Hoover’s Choice.—Love thy neighbour 
as thyself (Jas. 2:8). In 1914 President 
Hoover was in London, England, a mem- 
ber of an engineering association that 
controlled much of the world’s zinc and 
lead. The making of a large fortune 
was assured. Just then Mr. Hoover,was 
asked to take charge of Belgian Relief. 
To do this meant to give up mining op- 
portunities that he had spent fifteen of 
the best years of his life in developing. 
He paced his room for three whole days. 
On the fourth day he came down to 
breakfast, poured out a cup of coffee, 
sweetened it, and then calmly said, “Let 
the fortune go.” He had made his de- 
cision to serve-—From Onward. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetchgm, Surrey, Eng. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HE first six verses of Psalm 19 are 

about God’s revelation of Himself in 
His creation, especially the heavens, 
where moves our sun, the source of 
earth’s light and heat. Let us repeat 
these verses together. Verse 7 starts @ 
section on the Word of God. Let us 
learn that verse now, “The law of the 
Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the 
testimony of the Lord is sure, making 
wise the simple.” 
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Lesson for July 27 


Two of the commandments God gave 
Israel are repeated eight times in the 
Bible. Do you know which these are? 
(Is one of them, “Honour thy father and 
thy mother”?) Yes. That verse reminds 
us of last Sunday’s lesson, does it not? 
The other one is, “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself.” Those words are 
found in Leviticus 19:18; Matthew 19: 
19; 22:39; Mark 12:31; Luke 10:27; Ro- 
mans 13:9; Galatians 5:14; and James 
2:3. How important these commands 
must be! 

Today’s lesson is on Christian behav- 
ior in our community. If we love our 
neighbors as ourselves we will not find 
it hard to treat them as Christians 
should. Who are our neighbors? (Peo- 
ple who live near us.) Right. Our 
neighbors also include those who come 
in contact with us, such as schoolmates, 
teachers, and people from whom we buy 
things. 

As I studied the lesson for today, I 
made a list of seven things God’s people 
should do, and seven things they should 
not do in dealing with others. I have 
written these on the blackboard, and as 
we read today’s verses, see if you can 
tell from which Scripture they come: 


WE SHOULD NOT 
Judge fairly Be unrighteous 


Love our neighbors Show partiality 
Give to the a Be talebearers 

Pay our deb Hate anyone 

Be swift to hear Try to get even 
Be slow to speak Carry a gru 

Be slow to get angry Despise the poor 


Turn to Leviticus 19, and read verse 
15. (“Do not be unrighteous” is there.) 
Right. “Do not be partial” and “Do 
judge fairly” are there, too. Some peo- 
ple favor the poor in their dealing be- 
cause they are sorry for them; others 
favor the rich, hoping for favors from 
them. God’s people are not to do either, 
but to deal fairly, without partiality. 
Read verses 16 through 18. (All the 
“do nots” are here, except the last one. 
“Love thy neighbour” is here, too.) You 
are careful readers! 

Next we have Deuteronomy 15:7, 8. 
(“Give to the poor” is here.) Yes, in- 
deed. I know a Sunday school class that 
did this in a very nice way. They 
wanted to help a poor family in the 
community, so between them they filled 
a box with things these people needed, 
Some new and some used, but everything 
clean and in good condition. They took 
the box to the neighbor’s porch one 
night, and managed to get away with- 
out being seen. As far as I know, this 
family never knew who did this, but 
they wore the clothes and seemed 
happy. I know those who worked on 
the project were happy, and I believe it 
pleased the Lord. Let us keep our eyes 
open for anyone who needs any kind of 
help, as that gives us opportunity to 
show love to our neighbors. 

Read Romans 13:8. This is most im- 
portant for our Christian testimony. I 
heard some girls criticizing a Christian 
girl, not because she was a Christian, but 
because she forgot to return borrowed 
articles. If we are reproached because 
we love Christ, God will reward us for 
it, but if we are criticized for lack of 
Conscience, we are dishonoring Him. 
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That is sad, so do be careful to pay your 
debts. 

Read James 1:19. (The last three 
“do’s” are here.) Right. And if we are 
“swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to 
wrath” we will have a much better rep- 
utation in.our community than if we 
ignore these words. 

Last, read James 2:1-9. (“Do not de- 
spise the poor” is here.) Right. [tis no 
accident that we are here reminded that 
our Saviour is “the Lord of glory.” He 
tells us not to despise the poor and 
favor the rich. He is greater and richer 
than all the great and rich people in 
the world, and He commands impartial 
treatment of all. 

Here we find again the command to 
“love thy neighbour as thyself.” Let me 
tell you about a man who tried to obey 
it. After he bought a farm, he met his 
nearest neighbor. The new neighbor 
said to him: “When you bought this 
farm, you bought a lawsuit. I claim 
that the fence is ten feet over on my 
side. And I’m going to take the matter 
to court and prove it.” “You needn’t 
do that,” said the Christian. “If the 
fence is on your side, we'll just take it 
up and move it.” “Do you mean that?” 
asked his neighbor. “Of course I mean 
it,” said the Christian in _ surprise. 
“Then,” said the new neighbor, “that 
fence stays just where it is.” Christian 
love made a friend of this man, who 
could so easily have become an enemy. 
It pays, even on earth, to obey God’s 
commands. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


O YOU know that there are many, 

many poor people—very poor peo- 
ple—here in America? We often think 
of the United States as being a place 
where everyone always has enough to 
eat and enough to wear. But, unfor- 
tunately, that is not the case. There is 
a home in the eastern part of Pennsyl- 
vania, for example, where the children 
and the parents sleep on straw on the 
floor. Not only do they not have beds, 
they do not have any furniture at all, 
other than a stove and a radio! 

There are many missionaries here in 
Pennsylvania (and in other states as 
well) who seek to reach boys and girls— 
the poor ones as well as the rich ones. 
This summer there are some fifty mis- 
sionaries at work in eastern Pennsyl- 
vania who are spending their time going 
up and down country roads, giving the 
glorious Gospel to as many children as 
they can. They have taught (in years 
past) at homes where mothers smoke 
pipes. They have had children, I am 
sorry to say, come to their classes with- 
out any clothes on. No matter how poor 
the children are, they deserve to know 
that the Lord Jesus loves them, that He 
died and rose again for them, and that 
they may have eternal life by receiving 
Him as Saviour. 

Every child who is reached this sum- 
mer (and thefe will be thirty thousand 
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or more, Lord willing, through the min- 
istry of Child Evangelism in eastern 
Pennsylvania) will be carefully taught 
God’s Word for a week. Later he will 
be encouraged to study God’s Word by 
mail. And every child who does not go 
to churck will be asked to go to one, 
and his name will be sent to a pastor so 
that that pastor can invite him to come. 

You may be sure that ministers are 
always glad to do what they can to get 
children to come to their Sunday school. 
But let me tell you something very sad 
that happened at one church. A poor 
family went to church, along with their 
children. The mother did not wear a 
hat because she did not have one. And 
do you know what? The people in the 
church told the family not to come 
again. Can you imagine that? Yes, it 
really truly happened. Now, of course, 
we know it is right and proper for ladies 
to wear hats to church. But if they are 
too poor to wear hats, God knows all 
about that. Certainly He would want 
them to be in His house to worship Him. 
He looks at the heart. 

How displeased the loving Heavenly 
Father must have been to see that poor 
family turned out of His house! Al- 
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though that happened recently in Penn- 
sylvania, it is not the first time that peo- 
ple have been mistreated in God's house. 
Long, long, long ago such a thing must 
have happened. So God’s Holy Spirit 
saw to it that a warning about this 
very thing was put into His Book. The 
warning is in the little Book of James, 
near the end of our Bible. James gave 
a word picture of what must have hap- 
pened more than once in the early 
church. The Christians were gathered 
on the Lord’s Day to worship God. 
They were not very rich or very poor. 
In their church were seats of honor 
that were kept for important men— 
preachers, for example. But two stran- 
gers came to their church one day. 
However, when they looked at the 
clothes of the visitors, they knew that 
one was very rich, the other very poor. 
Such excitement there was! The foolish 
Christians rushed around and ushered 
the rich man to the important seat, even 
giving him a stool for his feet. 

To the poor man, they were most un- 
kind, telling him he could stand through 
the service or sit at the feet of one of 
the Christians. How embarrassed the 
poor man must have been! How very 
wrong the Christians were! James 
warns, “You have evil thoughts” (2:4). 
And, “you must love your neighbor as 
you do yourself. Then you are doing 
right” (v. 8). 
people and unkind: to poor people, we 
displease God very, very,much. Never 
forget that. Never! 


MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 521) 

1. The slanderer, the one slandered, 
and the eager listener. 

2. Because it originates with the sov- 
ereign God and is His regal will for man. 

3. No. His point is that a man’s pos- 
sessions must not determine the treat- 
ment he receives. 

4. Love is “the fulfilling of the law” 
(Rom. 13:10). 

5. Because many of them are believers 
and will spend eternity in Glory; God 
has chosen many unto eternal life (Jas. 
2:5); and, in general, the believer who 
loves will oppress nobody. 

6. They often oppress the poor and 
blaspheme God (Jas. 2:6, 7). Moreover, 
undue discrimination reveals an unlov- 
ing heart. 

7. By laying aside His heavenly glory, 
becoming a man, and dying for sinners, 
regardless of their social or cultural sta- 
tus. ‘ 

8. Heart attitude. 

9. No. Faith in Christ is supreme; but 
it must issue in justice. 

10. A steady walk with Christ; a loving, 
daily maintenance of fellowship with 
Him. 

ALTADENA, CALIF. 


When we are nice to rich 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Showing Sympathy 
(Continued from second page) 


If, on the other hand, you begin con- 
versation with the indisputable state- 
ment that his church has had some glo- 
rious good men in it, and then add that 
you particularly enjoy the writings of 
the godly Fenelon, and of the sweet- 
spirited Faber, you will open the way 
for a comparison of many opinions of 
common value to you two; and if you 
are to influence that man at all to your 
way of thinking, you will have made a 
decided gain by first touching him at 
this point of sympathy, instead of bring- 
ing into fresh prominence the points of 
your disagreement with him. This base- 
line of miethod in intercourse applies 
equally well to the discussion of ques- 
tions of politics, of finance, of social 
science, and of aught else where men 
differ in much, but are sure to have 
some point of agreement or sympathy. 
The poorest way of trying to influence 
a man to see a truth as you do is by 
forcing him at the start to put himself 
over against you for a contest, instead 
of alongside of you for a conference. Is 
not this truth an obvious one? Yet how 
commonly it is ignored in the experi- 
ences of everyday life! 

Indeed, the most important practical 
bearing of this truth is on the ordinary 
relations of life, in the family, and in 
the intercourse of friends. No two per- 
sons who are really good for anything 
are in agreement at all points. For them 
to expect absolute sympathy in every 
thought and feeling is as unreasonable 
as for them to look for unvarying like- 
ness in their expressions of feeling. As 
Mrs. Browning protests: 


Accuse me not, beseech thee, that I wear 

Too calm and sad a face in front of thine; 
For we two look two ways, and cannot shine 
With the same sunlight on our brow and hair. 


Hence for husband and wife, for brother 
and sister, for friend and friend, to em- 
phasize the points of their dissimilarity 
and variance, and to dwell sadly upon 
the fact that in these things they cannot 
agree is a sure source of permanent dis- 
comfort to both, and of growing inhar- 
mony between them. Of this spirit 
Spenser says: 


It is not love, but a discordant war, 
Whose unlike parts amongst themselves do jar. 


But, on the other hand, there are to be 
found, indeed, few persons—none, 
surely, who are in the same family, or 
who call themselves friends—who have 
not much in common; who have not 
many points of both similarity and sym- 
pathy. If these points are recognized 
and emphasized in daily intercourse, 
their power increases day by day, and 
the differences are lost sight of, or are 
swept away in the growing flood of joy- 
ous harmonies. It is not when we are 


‘reminded by a loved one of our well- 


known lack in some particular, or when 
that loved one recalls to us an unde- 
niable error or blunder of a former day, 
that our hearts glow with grateful af- 
fection, and go out with glad sympathy 
toward the one who has clearly under- 
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stood us so far; but it is when he speaks 
approvingly of some quality that we 
know he has seen in us, or when he dis- 
courses with enthusiasm of a theme that 
is in the line of our peculiar tastes and 
affections, that 
“Some chord in unison with what we hear 

Is touched within us, and the heart replies.” 

In this realm as in others it is true, 
that “whosoever hath, to him shall be 
given ... but whosoever hath not, from 
him shall be taken away even that he 
hath.” The recognition of existing sym- 
pathy is an earnest of increasing sym- 
pathy; -while the ignoring of supposed 
sympathy is the death knell of that sym- 
pathy which might have been recog- 
nized. Not he who is always showing us 
that he and we are not at one—whatever 
may be the cause of our difference—but 
he who so touches us at the point of 
Sympathy that we forget we ever did or 
could have a difference with him is the 
one to win our hearts, and to sway our 
thoughts and feelings “at his own sweet 
will.” 

(To be continued) 


% 
Is Hypnotism Wrong? 


(Continued from second page) 


character, which though they are not 
consciously interpreted may still affect 
the judgment. Responsible use of hyp- 
notism, as in the case of any other ther- 
apeutic power, is called for in the prac- 
titioner.” 

In a discussion of the moral aspects of 
hypnosis from a Christian point of view, 
the writer says; “Of course, confidence 
in the doctor and personal integrity on 
his part are demanded in this as in 
many other temporary situations when 
an individual has become crippled or 
helpless through accident or disease. ... 
The crux of this matter, as in certain 
other areas in medicine, is how to know 
and how to recognize the limits to 
which certain powers and procedures 
may be utilized; short of infringing the 
divine prerogatives over individual life 
and thought? . . . But any encourage- 
ment to sinful behaviour is likely to 
occur only where the therapist is ignor- 
ing or avoiding the real emotional inhi- 
bitions of the patient. In this case it 
would not be the therapeutic procedure 
which would be in question, but the 
therapist.” Here, Dr. Whiteley adds, is 
“the real conclusion of the matter.” 


x 


A Tested Calling Program 
(Continued from page 519) 


retary’s book in upper right-hand cor- 
ner with district number in red. 

A word, now, to district secretaries. 
It would be well not to have your book 
in evidence when you call. As soon a 
you get outside again in your car make 
your entry. For example: 

6/2/58 Greeted warmly. Had prayer. 

Promised to be at church Sunday. 

Hazel and Hal for S.S. 
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Lesson for July 27 


Make your entries as brief as possible— 
these books may be in use for years. 

If the first call made by the district 
secretary does not bring results, ask 
some other member in your district to 
make the second call—say, within a 
week. This will show the one on whom 
you are calling that your church and 
Sunday school are really interested. 
This second caller gives her report to 
district secretary to be entered in book. 

Any sickness, urgent family need, or 
request for a pastoral call should be re- 
ported at once to the general secretary, 
who in turn will either care for it him- 
self, or get word to the pastor to do so. 

And now a word to the general sec- 
retary. There should be a monthly, or 
at least a bimonthly meeting of all dis- 
trict secretaries. At this time, all books 
should be brought in; reports made on 
calls; slips of those who have moved 
transferred to the proper books. The 
general secretary will give to each dis- 
trict secretary, at this meeting, any new 
slips that have been made for names 
turned in to him by Sunday school su- 
perintendent or leaders of various or- 
ganizations, as well as those made for 
visitors who signed the guest book. At 
this meeting there should be a time of 
prayer for the matters that have been 
presented, especially for the unsaved 
who have been contacted—first, that 
they may come to know the Saviour, 
and then that they may become active 
in God’s service. There will be unsaved 
in many homes. There will be many 
homes in which you will find children 
not in Sunday school. The world is 
filled with lonely persons. There are 
wives grieving because of the indiffer- 
ence of husbands, or vice versa. These 
are all matters for prayer. 

As these district secretaries examine 
their books they will readily see what 
the needs are. Just a few suggestions 
may be of help: 


Members who are attending church 
regularly do not represent a need, un- 
less there is illness. 

Members who are not attending 
need a call. How else would one 
know the reason for their absence? 

Newcomers need a first call, either 
by the general secretary, or the pas- 
tor, to be followed, a week or so later, 
by the district secretary. 

Adherents—those who attend church 
services, or perhaps other groups in 
church or Sunday school, but who 
have never aligned themselves as 
members of any group. These need 
special encouragement. 

Children not in Sunday school. If 
living at some distance from the 
church, make arrangements to call for 
them. Many Sunday schools have reg- 
ular bus service. Tell them where, 
and at what hour, the bus stops in 
their locality. 

One last admonition is, “Use tact.” 
One good writer has said, “Words are 
two-edged swords; be careful how you 
use them.” In Hebrews 4:12 we read, 
“For the word of God is quick and 
Powerful, and sharper than any two- 
edged sword.” How careful, in view of 
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these statements, one should be, not 
only in the use of ordinary words, but 
in the use of God’s Word. Many times 
an aching heart will respond to some 
precious promise from the Word. 

One of the connotations of that word 
“tact,” though rarely used today, is “the 
sense of touch—feeling.” Sympathy, 
yes; but let it never be said that tact- 
lessness is responsible for the slightest 
degree of prying. Let the one on whom 
the call is being made confide in you 
of his or her own volition; there may 
be a real longing to pour out one’s 
troubles to a sympathetic ear. And just 
a word of loving caution here—one 
should never repeat the matter that has 
been unburdened for your ears alone. 

James 1:5 should be the bulwark of 
everyone engaged in work of this na- 
ture, “If any one of you is deficient in 
wisdom, let him ask God for it, who 
gives with open hand to all men, and 
without upbraiding; and it will be given 
him” (Weymouth). 

Reponpo Beacu, CAaLir. 
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With the New Books 





Except as noted, these bc»ks may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Evangelism for Teen-Agers. By 
Howard W. Ellis. (Abingdon Press, 
Nashville 2, Tenn., $1, paper.) Since the 


1954 World Council of Churches, the 
Methodist body has been faring forth 
under the banner, “Every Christian an 
Evangelist.” And, aided by others in 
the General Boards of Education and 
Evangelism, author Ellis has beamed his 
study toward the training of high school 
students for this work. Many readers 
will regret his lack of emphasis on the 
Holy Spirit and on the- Word of God, 
still one finds much usable material for 
pastors and youth leaders. Having first 
described what he calls “The Newer 
Evangelism,” Mr. Ellis lists twelve vital 
steps in winning those already in the 
church, then he challenges the group 
with the need for a warm and constant 
outreach of witnessing. Techniques are 
carefully discussed, even to a sample 
invitation letter. Schedules and com- 
mittees are suggested, while an entire 
chapter is devoted to “What To Say” 
when contacting the unsaved. How to 
coach and be coached to meet difficul- 
ties, and to evaluate what one learns, is 
next put forth along with a lesson on 
holding new membership gains. Each 
chapter closes with discussion topics. 


The Heicher Filing System. By M. K. 
W. Heicher. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) One great difficulty 
that public speakers encounter is the 
locating of material they know is some- 
where in their libraries. They have 
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HARKNESS CORRESPONDENCE COURSES 


1. EVANGELISTIC HYMN- 
PLAYING For those who can 
already play. EIGHTY Music. 
ally-illustrated Lessons. Teaches 
TWELVE MUSICAL subjects — in- 
cluding TEN practical Accompani- 
ment Methods in Chords, Octaves, 

Runs, Trills, Chime Forms, etc. 


2. BEGINNERS HYMN-PLAYING A course for 
those who cannot play but wish to learn to play 
hymns and Gospel songs. FIFTY Musically-illustrat- 
ed lessons. Original HARKNESS Keyboard Charts. 


Over ten Thousand Students 
Send for FREE details. Indicate course desired 


ROBERT HARKNESS *Pcssmune cat 
The Evangelization Socety of Phila. 


Incorporated 
Organized in 1911 
Wm. L. Pettingill, First President 


Prodaiming Christ Crucified 


“Publickly” at 5415 Rising Sun Avenue, 
Philadelphia, and “From House to House” 
“Testifying both to Jews and Gentiles, 
repentance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ.”—Acts 20:21. 


Alice P. Hogg—J. Keith Whitney, Directors 


The Evangelization Seciety of Phila., inc. 
5415 Rising Sun Avenue Philadelphia 20, Pa. 


McGUFFEY’S READERS 
Aft 1 and cost] search reprints of the orig- 
inal 1879 revised editions of the famous McGuffey’s 
Readers have been completed and you can now pur- 
chase , copies at’ the following low prices 











Fine R een — * Fourth Reader _.$3.25 
Second Reader - 30 Fifth Reader __ 3.50 
Third Reader __ 2.75 Sixth Reader _ 3.75 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SY-7, Rowan, lowa 
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found that most books of illustrations 
are not very usable. What appeals to 
one speaker does not appeal to another. 
This author has worked out a very sim- “ 
ple, yet effective, system of filing. The 
book itself is a necessary part of the 
equipment needed. The other parts” 
needed are very simple. The book con- 
tains three tables—(1) Subjects in 
Alphabetical Order; (2) Subjects in Nu- 
merical Filing Order; (3) Records of Ser- 
mons and Addresses. We believe that 
the faithful use of this system of filing 
will greatly increase the effectiveness of 
any public speaker. 


Russia in Prophecy. By Milton B. 
Lindberg, M.Sc. (American Messianic 
Fellowship, 7448 North Damen Ave., 
Chicago 45; 35 cents.) With the late L. 
Sale-Harrison, Mr. Lindberg, director of 
The American Messianic Fellowship, be- 
lieves that “Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal” 
of Ezekiel 38 are old forms for Russia, 
Moscow, and Tobolsk; and that “Gog” is 
the leader of a United Russia. His first 
edition of this detailed study of Ezekiel 
38 and 39 was published in 1938 and the 
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You may have a copy of this bask 


WITHOUT MONEY COST 


for Five New 13-weeks subscriptions to the TIMES at $1.00 each. 


EGYPT IN BIBLICAL PROPHECY 





by 
WILBUR M. SMITH 


Writer of THE Sunpay ScHOOL 
Tres ‘‘ A Survey of Religious Life 
and Thought,’’ Dr. Smith is also 
Professor of English Bible at Ful- 
ler Theological Seminary and has 
been recognized for many years as 


an authority on Biblical prophecy. - 


This volume may be said to be 
the first extensive examination of 
the subject of EGYPT in Biblical 
prophecy that has-appeared in the 
English language. 

For a comprehensive presenta- 
tion, the author has included a dis- 
eussion ef the general subject of 


the geography of Biblical prophecy, a chapter on EGYPT in the 
history of the Hebrew people, a summary of the fantastic theory 
that the great Pyramid of Gizeh contains prophetic teachings, 
and, after a rather full consideration of the prophecies them- 
selves, he concludes with a chapter on EGYPT in the prophetic 
literature and missionary literature of the nineteenth century. 
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eleventh edition, revised, has just been 
published. this year. 

The author, who has lived in the Holy 
Land, relates prophecies to _ recent 
events, quoting many Scriptures and 
several important items from such mag- 
azines as Newsweek and the U. S. News 
and World Report. He believes the 
colossal wealth of the Dead Sea, of 
which he gives an estimate, is one of 
the great attractions for Russia, and 
gives figures for the wealth brought into 
Palestine by immigrating Jews. He re- 
fers to Russia’s tremendous air power 
and her satellites; he believes “Gomer” 
represents eastern Germany. He holds 
that Gog, representing Russia, is to be 
the special object of God’s wrath since 
that nation has declared its utter de- 
fiance of His righteous authority. He 
quotes Senator Robert F. Kennedy’s de- 
scription of the anti-God museum in 
Leningrad. He explains Ezekiel’s refer- 
ence to wooden weapons (39:9, 10). Fi- 
nally, he tells of Israel’s repentance and 
salvation. He also has something to say 
about Egypt’s role in the future. 

In conclusion, he declares: “Prophecy 
is the antidote for self-centered living 
and for lethargy in soul-winning, the 
cure for hazy thinking and cynical pes- 
simism. Prophecy has met and is meet- 
ing the acid test of world events.” 


Toward Christian Marriage. By W. 
Melville Capper and H. Morgan 
Williams. (Inter-Varsity Press, Chicago 
10; $2.25.) The subtitle, “The Privileges 
and Responsibilities of Sex,” better in- 
dicates the substance of this excellent 
book that answers such questions as: 
“What vows must be taken if one mar- 
ries a Catholic?” “If, through no fault of 
one’s own, sex expression is denied, 
what is the corrective?” “Will the lack 
of fulfillment in any way impair future 
functioning?” “Is self-gratification mor- 
ally wrong?” “How should couples soon 
to wed inform themselves concerning the 
responsibilities of married life?” Two 
British surgeons, who are widely ex- 
perienced in gynecology, here consider 
these and other like problems in a man- 
ner both realistic and Biblical. Their 
nine chapters follow through\ the var- 
ious stages of boy-and-girl friendship, 
falling in love, choosing and taking a 
life partner. God’s design and purpose 
are clearly set forth. This book should 
not only provoke wonder and reverence, 
but also should inspire to daily conduct 
that is consistent therewith. The red 
flag of warning is lifted against all sex 
disorders, yet those who fail are offered 
the blessed anchor of hope in the vic- 
tory that Christ died to purchase. Ap- 
pendices include an introduction to the 
physiology of sex, medical considera- 
tions, mixed marriages, and related se- 
lections from God’s Word. 


God and the Children. By J. Reginald 
Hill, B.A., and the Rev. G. R. Harding 
Wood, M.A. (Paternoster Press, 11 Great 
James St., Bedford Row, London WC 1; 
6/ net.) The first-named author intro- 
duces his work with an imaginative pic- 
ture of a stranger visiting the Sunday 
school. What would he think of the 
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Lesson for July 27 


over-all picture? Would he find teachers 
who know God and the Bible, but not 
the child? Urging the necessity of un- 
derstanding the pupil’s mind, Mr. Hill 
tells an unforgettable story of a small 
boy who informed his wee brother, 
“God comes down every night, cuts out 
our hearts and carries them up to 
Heaven. There He washes them in 
blood.” In regard to “Equipment,” there 
is stressed, among other things, the need 
“to pray as a child, for a child, and with 
a child.” Under “Methods and Mis- 
takes,” one is advised to keep to a single 
line of thought, also to use repetition, 
the eye-gate, child language, and com- 
plete faith in the work of the Holy 
Spirit. The chapter on “Development” 
illustrates various stages in a _ child’s 
growth and the consequent need for 
change in teaching methods. Halfway 
through the book the second author 
places the child in Sunday school, giv- 
ing detailed consideration to the prob- 
lems of teacher, superintendent, and the 
children’s meeting. In the message on 
“Behind Closed Doors,” the teacher is 
challenged to spend as much time in 
prayer for his or her pupils as is spent 
in teaching the Sunday class. 


Christ Is for You. By 
Walter Riess. (Concordia Pub. House, 
St. Louis 18; $1, *paper.) Christian 
leaders searching for something that will 
reach their teen-age groups will find 
these sixteen short chapters really ef- 
fective. After introducing the Lord 
Jesus, they demonstrate why everyone 
needs Him and cannot lead a full life 
without Him; also how it comes about 
that people are not too small for Him to 
notice, and why a Christian need never 
be afraid to die. Young people who 
think that the Bible is a book of fairy 
tales, who feel that God forever dis- 
approves of fun, and who are certain 
that a Christian is a namby-pamby per- 
son, are shown the utter wrongness of 
their ideas. Then the one who worries 
about his awkward, growing body, or 
about his ability to nail the right life- 
time job, is led into the comfort of God’s 
sure guidance for His born-again chil- 
dren. Further chapters titled, “You 
Think God Ought to Run the World 
Better,” “But Don’t Christians Say That 
Sex Is Wrong?” and “All the Church 
Does Is Shout Laws,” reveal even more 
of vital interest to be found here by 
youth, especially those who are not sure 
about their relationship to Christ. 


Teen-Ager, 


City Birds. By Lucy and John Haw- 
kinson. (Albert Whitman & Co., Chicago 
6, clothbound, $2.) It is fun to watch the 
birds that live in the city—on the roof- 
tops, in the chimneys, under the eaves, 
and in the trees. The chattering, friendly, 
little gray-brown English sparrow is so 
common that he can be seen almost 
everywhere. The colorful pigeon—trust- 
ful and constantly underfoot—loves to 
show off before his mate, who usually 
ignores him. The starling, fast and 
graceful in the air but slow and clumsy 
on the ground, has a voice like a cluck, 
a whistle, or a squeak, but he is sur- 
Prisingly successful in copying the songs 
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of other birds. All three of these birds 
stay over the winter for they know how 
to weather the storms. Robin Redbreast 
on his return from the south is a sure 
harbinger of spring, and what a joy it 
is to welcome him with his digging of 
worms, building of nests, friendly ways, 
and cheery song! Then there are the 
purple martins who are not purple at 
all but a shiny dark blue; the slim, dark 
night hawk with his long, sharp wings 
who is known especially for the way he 
dives straight for a building, but never 
crashes; and the chimney swift who 
nests in chimneys all night. All three of 
these fly and dive over rooftops every 
evening and catch tiny insects. The vol- 
ume, which measures 8 by 9% inches, is 
attractively illustrated in water color 
and black and white. It is a real con- 
tribution of the authors to nature-loving 
boys and girls. 


Dr. Sa’eed of Iran. By Jay M. Rasooli 
and Cady H. Allen. (Grand Rapids In- 
ternational Publications. May be had 
from Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $2.95.) Those who, years ago, 
read Dr. Yonan’s book, “The Beloved 
Physician of Teheran,” will welcome 
this larger biography of the brave Dr. 
Sa’eed. His is a fabulous story, for even 
as a boy this Moslem Kurd knew deep 
yearnings after piety. So diligently did 
he study that, at thirteen, he became a 
teacher mullah, sounding forth the call 
to public prayers. After seeking inner 
peace from Romanism and other creeds, 
Sa’eed was led to a Syrian Protestant 
pastor, whose godly life brought him 
eventually into the full light of the Gos- 
pel. Bitter persecution resulted in flight 
to Hamadan, where Armenian and Jew- 
ish Christians fanned the inner flame 
into full testimony. Here also the young 
man began assisting in the mission 
clinic. In 1887 he sued for the hand of 
Rebka, a mission teacher, and after 
much stormy delay and his own public 
baptism, the request was granted. Med- 
ical training in England enabled Sa’eed 
to practice in Iran, though under im- 
mense difficulties. Again and again, 
fanatical Moslems sought to kill “the 
infidel,” but God always delivered. 
And, as the apostle of personal evangel- 
ism, the fearless doctor continued to 
serve nomad, prince, and sultan, refusing 
even the Shah’s offer of the court phy- 
sician’s post. One chapter has to do 
with Persia’s noted physicians, particu- 
larly Avicenna, who lived about 1000 
A.D. The last pages chronicle Dr. 
Sa’eed’s brief imprisonment and trium- 
phant death, in 1942. And the great in 
medicine the world over, as well as those 
noteworthy in devotion to our Lord, 
honor the memory of this utterly dedi- 
cated man. 


Duplicating and Publicity Manual for 
Christian Workers. By Wm. M. Lessel. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; $2.) The 
church is no longer just a meeting place, 
but a plant. Hence the need for a pas- 
tor’s assistant who can give quality serv- 
ice in business and publicity. Author 
Lessel’s large-page manual clearly illus- 
trates the know-how for such service, 


(17) 529 





SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


white Christians to take more interest in 

helping young Negroes in the Gospel of 

Christ? Let Carver Bible inetieuse be 

your agent. We conduct: 

Bible school, day and night classes; free 

a. school; literature distri- 
tion. We invite your investigation. 


Prayer helpers urgently needed. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 


SACRIFICIAL GIVING NEEDED 


Satan opposes—but God’s work goes 
forward. The Bible Coach is now 
in operation on the frontiers between 
Brazil and Uruguay. Gospels of John 
distributed freely and souls sought 
for salvation. Upon the first trip 180 
homes visited where the Gospel had 
never before been heard. Rev. F. V. Dabeid 

A Faith Work Founder-Direetor 


Indigenous church and first Bible school in 
country established. Hold up the hands of SS 
native workers. Swell their number with your 
prayers and gifts. 


Write for FREE news letter today 


EVANGELICAL MISSION TO URUGUAY, INC. 
BOX 70-T, FRESNO, CALIFORNIA 
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both artistic and mechanical. The divi- 
sion, “General Promotion,” considers 
tools and workers, the basic approach, 
outside and inside bulletin boards, news- 
paper notices, the church newsletter, 
and a promotion outline for city-wide 
campaigns. A study on “Design” ex- 
amines materials needed, type faces, op- 
tical balance, movement and layout, 
hand lettering, spacing, and copy fitting. 
The value and use of color occupies one 
chapter, while information on the var- 
ious kinds, weights, and sizes of paper 
fills another. Then follows an explana- 
tion of the spirit process in ditto work, 
of different mimeograph machines, 
and the off-set process. Included in 
“The Letter Press” is a table of proof- 
readers’ marks. Typewriters and copy 
preparation are served by several pages 
that describe clip book lettering, the 
Tyro photo, and scaling of pictures for 
proportional size. Filing is the next sub- 
ject, then various addressing systems 
and machines are described. And the 
church secretary will welcome the 
eighteen pages on postal information. 
After a chapter on “Buying of Printing,” 
the text closes with full-page charts of 
copy reproduction, making and amend- 
ing the master machine, and service es- 
sentials. 


Exposition of the Epistle of James. 
By Thomas Manton. (Sovereign Grace 
Book Club, Evansville, Ind., $4.50.) The 
author gives his reason for this book as 
follows: “Being persuaded by the re- 
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newed importunity of many gracious 
ministers and Christians, that it might 
conduce somewhat to public benefit, I 
was willing to*be deaf to all considera- 
tions of my own credit and fame.” In 
his preface, the author discusses such 
subjects as “The Authority of James,” 
“The Time of Writing,” “The Persons to 
Whom It Was Written,” “What Ocra- 
sioned the Writing of It, and Its Scope,” 
“The Term Catholic or General.” The 
plan or order followed by the author 
in his exposition is a verse-by-verse de- 
tailed explanation or interpretation, fol- 
lowed by a generous application of the 
same.“ Four hundred and forty-five 
closely printed, but clear, pages are re- 
quired for his exposition and applica- 
tion. Then follows an alphabetical table 
that catalogues important words and 
thoughts covered in the exposition. All 
Scripture references used are given in 
their order according to the books from 
which they are taken. They cover 
forty-two books of the Bible. Greek 
word studies, context and coherence ex- 
planations, and sermon hints are all here 
in abundance. If one looks for joy and 
peace, comfort and consolation, glory 
and praise, these also will be found in 
the study of this book. 


The Authority of Scripture. By J. K. 
S. Reid. (Harper & Bros., New York 16; 
$4.50.) Despite the fact that the Bible 
has “lost face in modern days,” the au- 
thor believes that C. H. Dodd, Barth, 
and Brunner have led the way to a 
fresh awakening of interest. This “re- 
discovery” of the Bible, however, can 
lead “into the sands of oracularism or 
bibliolatry, in which a living voice is 
replaced by a textbook of doctrine and 
morals.” The present volume has been 
written to help avoid this error. Thus 
the Scriptures are recast into a Neo- 
Orthodox mold. 
doubt recording facts of his experience. 
But he is not in the first degree inter- 
ested in the facts of his experience. His 
aim and intention is witness.” This is a 
good book if one wants to follow a Neo- 
Orthodox theologian as he develops a 
view of the Bible, but it is not a safe 
guide to knowing the authority of the 
Bible. 


She Shall Be Called Woman. By 
Frances Vander Velde. (Grand Rapids 
International Publications, distributed 
by Kregel Publications, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich.; $2.95.) An unusual story book is 
this volume filled with biographies of 
some thirty-one women of the Bible, be- 
ginning with Eve and ending with Lois 
and Eunice. Its more than 250 pages 
are very readable and packed with in- 
terest. At the beginning of each life 
sketch is listed in small type the por- 
tions of Scripture having to do with the 
character portrayed. Each chapter is 
followed with a set of thought-provok- 
ing questions for study and discussion. 
No answers are given. Each reader or 
group is invited to work out its own 
conclusions covering a wide range of 
thought. The whole is a refreshingly 
interesting study of the Bible by biog- 
raphies, and can lead a group into pleas- 
ant and profitable study and debate. 


“The prophet ... is no- 
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The Sunday School Times 
Binder and Index 


INDERS for a year’s issues of the 

Times may be obtained from the 
Company. The binder is of clothbound, 
heavy cardboard with the name of the 
paper stamped on the front. Single 
copies of the paper can be inserted one 
at a time, and any copy can easily be 
taken out. This system helps sub- 
scribers keep their copies in a clean, 
orderly manner and makes them readily 
available for reference. The binders 
cost $1.50 each. 

The Times also issues an annual In- 
dex of the same dimensions as the 
paper, which can easily be filed in the 
binder. It includes a General Index of 
articles by titles, as well as a Classified 
Index of Verse, Editorials, Notes on 
Open Letters, General Contributed Ar- 
ticles, Writers of Signed Articles, Ways 
of Working, International Sunday School 


Lesson, Children’s Stories, Titles of 
Books Reviewed. The Index (now 
available for 1957) sells for 15 cents a 
copy. . 


Orders for binders and indexes should 
be sent to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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Children at Home 


ll. How We Got Our Bible 
By G. Christopher Willis 
Editor, The Steward, Hong Kong 


UGH and his sister, Mary, were 

troubled because of the criticisms 
made by boys and girls in school—and 
even by the teacher—regarding the Bi- 
ble as the Word of God, and the manner 
in which it was written. Daddy is 
granting their request and has been tell- 
ing them how we got our Bible. 

“About eleven hundred years before 
Christ came to earth,” said Daddy, 
“there is a record of a large quantity of 
papyrus, or paper, shipped from Egypt 
to a city in Phenicia (just at the west 
side of Canaan) called Gebal. We read 
about this city several times in the Old 
Testament. The Greeks called the city 
Byblos, and perhaps they bought papy- 
rus there, for they came to call papyrus 
by the name of this city, ‘byblos.’ And 
after a while they called the roll by 
that name, ‘byblos,’ and so ‘byblos’ in 
time came to mean ‘a book’; and the 
plural of ‘biblos’ was ‘biblia,’ so a col- 
lection of books, like our Bible, was 
called ‘Biblia,’ and that is where we got 
our name .for God’s Word, the ‘Bible.’ 
Latin-speaking Christians borrowed the 
word ‘Biblia,’ but treated it as if it were 
singular, just as we speak of the Bible 
as being one Book, though it really is 
66.” 

“How very interesting!” exclaimed 
Hugh. “You once told us that ‘Bible’ 
meant a ‘Book,’ or, maybe, the Book, 
but the other part is ever so interesting.” 

“Mr. F. F. Bruce of the University of 
Sheffield, and who is a good authority, 
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tells us that they used this papyrus in 
Egypt for writing paper 3000 years be- 
fore Christ came, or hundreds of years 
before Moses was born, and later on 
they exported large quantities of it to 
Phenicia.” 

“Oh, how glad I am to hear that! 
That settles the matter of the paper to 
write on,-doesn’t it?” asked Mary. 

“Yes, it does indeed,” Daddy an- 
swered. “But there is more. Not only 
did the people use papyrus upon which 
to write, but they also used parchment, 
or vellum, as we call it, which is made 
from the skins of animals. You will 
hear people speak of vellum writing 
paper today, and that generally means 
an imitation of parchment. But you 
still can buy parchment for very special 
purposes. It is much more durable than 
the papyrus, so the more valuable things 
were written on parchment. Do you re- 
member Paul asked Timothy to be sure 
and bring with him, when he came to 
him in the prison at Rome, ‘the books 
{or rolls], but especially the parch- 
ments’? Very likely the parchments 
would be parts of the Scriptures. 

“Not very long ago an old letter was 
found, written by William Tyndale, who 
did so much to translate the Bible into 
English. Like Paul (for he also wrote 
from prison), he begged for some warm 
clothes, ‘but most of all I beg and be- 
seech ... that he will kindly permit me 
to have the Hebrew Bible, Hebrew 
grammar, and Hebrew dictionary.’ The 
price that good men have been willing 
to pay to give us the Bible in our 
tongue should let everybody know it is 
not just a common book, like any other. 

“Well, it is time you were doing your 
lessons, so we must stop, but some other 
night, God willing, we will talk again 
about these things, for that is not all 
that people used to write on, in the 
early days. May God help us all to 
trust the dear old Book more and more 
fully; and to obey it in everything, and 
to remember that it not only contains 
God’s Word, but that it is God’s Word.” 

“Thank you, Daddy, ever so much; 
but be sure to tell us some more soon,” 
said Hugh as he and Mary hurried up- 
stairs. 

Kow.toon, Hone Kone. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, July 27 


3. The Power of Christian Oneness 
(John 1:6-13; Matt. 12:26-30) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS series of three topics on “One- 
ness in Christ,” in which this week's 
topic is the third and last, shows clearly, 
in the Scripture references assigned, 
that while all men physically have been 
made by one Creator, and have de- 
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scended from one human source, never- 
theless: there is a oneness of believers 
on the Lord Jesus Christ that does not 
include any who have neglected to, or 
refused to, accept Him as their Saviour. 
This is not an exclusiveness based on 
any special worthiness or privilege of 
believers. “The Lord is... not willing 
that any should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance” (2 Pet. 3:9). 
The invitation is open to all men and is 
included in the “whosoever” of John 3: 
16. But when men refuse God’s simple 
way of salvation, they exclude them- 
selves from the privilege of becoming 
the spiritual sons of God as provided 
for in the first Scripture portion for this 
week, John 1:12, 13: “But as many as 
received him, to them gave he power 
to become the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name: which were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the 
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of 
s¥ 


The oneness that comes through being 
born into the spiritual family of God 
is likened in 1 Corinthians 12 and Ephe- 
Slans 4 to the unity that is found in a 
hormal physical body. Just as in a phy- 
Sical body there are many parts, each 
having its own peculiar function, so in 
the spiritual body, made up of all true 
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believers, there are many members and 
yet one whole (1 Cor. 12:18-20). Just 
as in the physical body the particular 
members are assigned by the Creator to 
the particular place in which they are 
to serve, so in the spiritual body God 
has assigned individual believers to the 
place and the work for which they are 


* particularly fitted. 


9 


While it may outwardly appear that 
some members occupy places of greater 
privilege or honor, yet actually this is 
not the case, for, without each individual 


“ member, the whole body cannot func- 


tion properly. In our physical experi- 
ence we are keenly conscious that 
sometimes when a part of the body, to 
which we normally give little attention, 
is injured, the whole body will be af- 
fected by that injury. A sore finger or 
a sore toe can incapacitate and incon- 
venience the entire body. So it is in 
the spiritual body which is made up of 
all believers. When one member fails 
or is injured, the whole body suffers (1 
Cor. 25: 26). 
b-4 


Likewise, just as in the physical body 
the various parts help to join together 
other parts and the life-maintaining 
forces of the body flow through the var- 
ious parts to other parts of the body, so, 
in the Church, the body of Christ, it is 
important that the various members be 
bonded together and in close contact so 
that every part may work effectually 
and the body may grow (Eph. 4:16). 


4 


In the human body there must be a 
control center from which direction 
comes. So in the body of Christ, made 
up of all believers, direction and co- 
ordination must come from the Head 
which is the Lord Jesus Himself (Eph. 
4:15, 16). He is the primary source of 
all power that comes through the unity 
of believers. This is the reason why 
there can be no real oneness or unity 
between believers and unbelievers, be- 
tween those who accept and acknowl- 
edge the Lord Jesus Christ as their Sav- 
iour and Lord and those who look upon 
Him merely aS a good man or a great 
leader. 

Se 


It is the Lord Jesus, as the directing 
Head of the body, who supplies the 
power for each believer’s daily living 
(Eph. 4:16). It is the Lord Jesus who 
supplies the power for increase in 
growth of the body (2 Cor. 5:19, 20). 
It is the Lord Jesus who is the source 
of power in the prayers of believers, 
as they claim in unity His promise, 
“Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, 
that will I do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask any 
thing in my name, I will do it” (John 
14:13, 14); and, “If two of you shall 
agree on earth as touching any thing 
that they shall ask, it shall be done for 
them of my Father which is in heaven” 
(Matt. 18:19). 

ye 

What is more, the oneness of believers 
with Christ and with other believers 
gives power for witnessing (Acts 1:8); 
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it speaks to unbelievers of the love of 
God shed abroad in their hearts (John 
13:35). It gives power in united giving 
to the work of spreading the Gospel in a 
way that cannot be achieved through 
individual effort. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


ae, A Bible Re 8 In 
ssons, issued the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 
July 21 to 27 


Mon., July 21.—Lev. 19:11-16. 
Neighborly Justice. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “Thou shalt not 
defraud thy neighbour, neither rob 
him.” Many laws about stealing are 
stated in Exodus 22:1-4. Our Lord says 
this evil proceeds from a sinful heart 
(Matt. 15:18, 19). Christians are warned 
to steer clear of this great sin (Eph. 4: 
28; Titus 2:9, 10). All thieves who pass 
out of this world will find themselves 
shut out of Heaven (1 Cor. 6:9, 10). 
(See also Rev. 21:8; 22:15.) Christians 
ought to be a neighbor’s best friends. 
Pray for telling influence with your 
neighbors whom you know are not re- 
generate. 


Tues., July 22.—Lev. 19:17, 18. 
“Love Thy Neighbour.” 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Thou shalt love 
thy neighbour as thyself.” It is the 
Christian duty of all believers to love 
all unbelievers and enemies. We are 
ever to follow that which is good, both 
among believers and unbelievers (1 
Thess. 5:14, 15). It is the will of God 
that “by well doing ye may put to si- 
lence the ignorance of foolish men” (1 
Pet. 2:15). We can melt our neighbors 
with Christian kindness quicker than 
we can mow them down with sharp 
words. Love is the Christian's best 
weapon in winning the battle for a 
neighbor’s salvation. Pray for the con- 
version of your unsaved neighbors. 


Wed., July 23.—Ruth 2:1-9. 
Work for Self-support. 
Prayer Succestions: “And Ruth the 
Moabitess said unto Naomi, let me now 
go to the field, and glean ears of corn 
after him in whose sight I shall find 
grace.” Ruth was not at ease, nor a 
careless woman. Idleness to Ruth was 
an evil to be avoided. She would have 
her hands minister to her necessities 
and to those of others needing assist- 
ance. She believed in the blessedness 
of labor; of work with her own hands, 
that she might have some help to give 
to others in need. Honest work is good 
and profitable to people. Pray for God’s 
guiding hand upon you and blessing as 
you. mingle with: your fellow laborers. 





on the ternational 


Thurs., July 24.—Rom. 13:8-14. 
Witness Through Living. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “Let us put on 
the armour of light. Let us walk hon- 
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estly, as in the day.” Real Christians 
are very particular about their behay- 
ior. They want to please God and pro- 
mote the salvation of sinners above 
everything else. They adorn the doc. 
trine of God; put away ‘from them 
everything that would mar their testi- 
mony before sinners, and avoid all un- 


necessary society and fellowship with’ 


the wicked. Their living for Christ 
speaks louder than their words about 
Him. Pray that your witness for Christ 
before others may have the double in- 


P 
This will interest YOU... ee a oe T 
Our field representatives meet Christian men Fri., July 25.—Jas. 1:22-27. 4 
and women quite frequently who are looking “Be Ye Doers of the Word.” 
for places to invest their money. Most of them PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Be ye doers of 
need a return on their savings. “ the word, and not hearers only, deceiy- 
Some are considering investments in stocks. ing your own selves.” Self-deception is 4 
But because of their limited knowledge of a common evil even in evangelical t 
stocks and bonds, they are reluctant to buy. churches. Many do little more than hear 
Others hesitate because of market fluctua- the Word. Ask them to tell you the best N 
tions, uncertainty of dividends, etc. Book in all the world and they can tell i. 
. + as - you and give you weighty reasons as 

Fi -ndey _ hottie yma — well; but ask them how much they read ng 
and study it to show themselves ap- 

- = 2 proved unto God, and they are silent. Int 

Without exception, all are looking for It is easier to nod to the truth than to wi 
security ...a guarantee that they will be as- do the truth. We are no better Chris- 0.2 
sured of a generous income. Something they tians than our living indicates. Many 
can count on as long as they live... in good more in our churches are interested in Ch: 
times or bad... regardless of whether the the external part of worship and pro- Fer 


stock market is up or down. 
But they’re interested in something else, 


* + 8 


You should see their faces light up... 
when we tell them about the DOUBLE DIVIDENDS 
provided by Moody Annuities. When we tell 
them that Moody Annuities assure them of a 
generous, guaranteed income as long as they 
live (up to 84%4% depending on their age) 


fession than in the piety, purity, and 
power of the Gospel. Pray to know your 
real spiritual condition in the sight of 
God. 


Sat., July 26.—Jas. 2:1-9. 
Show No Partiality. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: “If ye have re- 
spect to persons, ye commit sin, and 
are convinced of the law as transgres- 
sors.” Christian people can be very 


--- plus a share in the Lord’s work... they’re cliquish. Good apparel, ornaments, po- s: 
overjoyed! sition in the business world, or dwellers 

And when we tell them that every annuity in fine houses are picked on for ac- For 

is backed by all the resources of Moody Bible quaintance and fellowship in preference QT 

Institute, and that MBI has never missed a to real saints of God who have the smile Spe: 
single payment in almost 50 years... they of Heaven. The duty of Christians to- 

are convinced that it’s the plan for them! ward each other is to be such in love, T! 
sympathy, compassion, kindness, es- 

teem, and affection as was exemplified This 


by our Saviour and His holy apostles. 
If .we more followed the admonitions In 
of James, there would be fewer shames 
awaiting Christians at the day of reck- 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE 
DOUBLE DIVIDENDS ON YOUR MONEY? 


We'll be happy to send you the Free booklet, DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, which _— . His | 
explains the Moody Annuity Plan in detail. Contains a chart showing = °ing. Pray for more love for God's 
income rates for all ages, explains tax benefits and tells you all about © »umble people. — 


the many ministries of Moody Bible Institute in which you'll have 
a share. Sun., July 27.—Rom. 12:9-21. = 
CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY! “Let Love Be Without Dissimulation.” Writ 

PraYER SvuccestTions: Let love be 
without dissimulation.” Formality and who 
hypocrisy are common sins among pfo 
fessing Christians. Love is only genuine 





Write: Carl J. Frizen, Stewardship Department Dept. S-58-31-8 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 





all 820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicage 10, Illinois when it is active in God-pleasing serv- 
CO Please send me, without obligation, povstz prvmenps, story of Moody Annuity ices to others. Love “seeketh not het 
Plan. own” (1 Cor. 13:5). Love covereth sins, Bef 
edifieth, serves others, bears all things, c 


CO Please send folder, Where There’s a Will, relating to stewardship. 
: forbears one another, and worketh no A 


ill. “Seeing ye have purified your souls i ws 























Name Age 

in obeying the truth through the Spirit Word 

Address. unto unfeigned love of the brethret, day 
2 see that ye love one another with br. : 
City, — State, a pure heart fervently” (1 Pet. 1:22). oy : 

Pray to have real fervent love to the : 

- hath 
people of God. man 2 





every 








